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A free Searchlight conference 16 November 2013 


SEARCHLIGHT MAGAZINE and Trade Union 
Friends of Searchlight invite you to a free one-day 
conference on 16 November 2013 in London. 

In the run-up to our 50th anniversary, 
Searchlight will bring together many strands in the 
fight against fascism and racism as the enemy 
grows in influence and violence. 

We will look at why London is hosting two major 
international conferences in October attended by leading 
Nazis, fascists and racists? The antifascist movement needs 
to know what is happening, who is attending and who is 
pulling the strings. These are questions Searchlight can and 
will answer. 

The conference will further develop the tried and tested 
strategy of our first 50 years: infiltrating the ranks of the 
enemy, analysing what we uncover there and using the 
results to support everyone concerned with resisting 
fascism. We have no desire to lead or form any anti-fascist 
organisation. 

Today even with the British National Party's membership 
below 5,000, it grows in strength through its international 
networking. And as we warned over two years ago the 
English Defence League, led in the streets by political 
nobodies, is run behind the scenes by an international group 
of former Monday Club members with City links. The 
antifascist movement rightly met the EDL head on in our 
communities and helped fragment them, but must now 
continue the fight against the even more violent and 
dangerous splinter groups that have emerged. 

Searchlight is tracking the other hardline Nazi/fascist and 
racist groups that have sprung from the disintegrating BNP. 
We also believe the revival of the ultra-Tory outfits that have 
their roots in the 1970s is a cause for concern as they have 
money, political influence and links with leading Nazis and 
race haters. 

The rise of UKIP has been met by dithering over recognition 
of its true nature. UKIP is not just anti-EU or “a bit 
xenophobic", it is racist to the core and anti-working class. 

The conference will address all these issues with the purpose 
of taking the antifascist movement forward, through the 
involvement of trade unionists, political activists, community 


Name 


organisers, faith groups, academics, student leaders, 
media workers and many more. 

There will be four panels of speakers with plenty 
of time for questions and contributions. The panels 
will include trade union leaders and _ activists, 
people fighting to preserve the No Platform policy, 
teachers, academics and those involved with anti- 
racist interventions in schools. The final session will 

be a chance to hear and exchange views with a range of 

antifascists. The panel themes will be: 

¢ The role of the trade unions in resisting fascism and 
racism 

e No Platform: the cornerstone of our ethical and political 
history 

e Education in the front line of defence of our young people 

e Building a stronger non-sectarian front of mutual support 
and respect, and safeguarding all of us from state and 
fascist infiltration. 

Let us also remember that the Nazi horror being visited 
upon the people of Greece is not a isolated problem. Since 
the murder of Stephen Lawrence there have been more 
than 20 murders in Britain motivated by racial or religious 
hate. It is time to make a stand. 

The conference will take place at the Bishopsgate 
Institute Conference Centre, London EC2M 4QH. 
Registration at 9am, meeting ends at 5pm. 


BNP members demonstrate in Westminster. Next year voters have the chance 
to oust Nick Griffin (in purple tie) from the European Parliament 
Photo: Daphne Liddle 
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Editorial 


Why has London become 
a magnet for the 
international far right? 


By Gerry Gable 


TWO CONFERENCES TAKING place in 
London in October are significant to those of 
us who follow developments on the New 
Right: one facilitated by the Traditional Britain 
Group, the other fully organised by them. 
The first, on the afternoon of 12 October, 

is entitled “The end of the present world: 

the post-American century and beyond", 

and will feature the infamous Russian fascist 
Alexander Dugin and Alain de Benoist, the 
French New Right philosopher and writer who 
for the past 40 years has tried to influence the 
extreme-right agenda and organisations 
internationally. A week later the TBG's day- 
long conference entitled “The future of the 
nation state", will bring together a range of 
extremist participants including a young 
Belgian Nazi just returned from Syria. 

The TBG forms a bridge between the far 
right and the Conservative right. Some of 
the Conservatives attending past 
conferences have not been shy to rub 
shoulders and share ideas with extremists 
whose political philosophy amounts to the 
advocacy of hate crime and terrorism. 

One of the aims of Searchlight's free 
conference on 16 November (see page 2 for 
details) will be to advance a policy for the 
leadership and rank and file members of the 
increasingly active trade union movement to 
do more to confront not only racial and 
other forms of hate crime but also fascism. 
The anti-fascist movement must be prepared 
to lobby and act against groups such as the 
TBG, lona London Forum and the New Right 
group, and take a closer look at the 
conservative Bruges group which allows 
Nazis to attend their meetings. 

Nevertheless we must not take our eyes 
off the British National Party, which though 


declining still has important international 
connections, nor can we ignore the fascist 
and racist footsoldiers in the English Defence 
League and similar street activist groups, and 
their secret financial backers whose roots lie 
in the Monday Club of the 1970s. Also on 
our radar are the British Democratic Party, 
which after initial enthusiasm is having some 
difficulty establishing itself and resolving 
differences of opinion among its leadership, 
and the attempted revival of the National 
Front, which has led to acrimonious splits. 

A growing and healthy debate is taking 
place about the political nature of the UK 
Independence Party. We subscribe to the 
view, shared by several others, that UKIP is 
not just a nasty xenophobic party but also 
a racist one, and there is growing evidence 
to support this analysis. 

This issue of Searchlight also contains our 
second investigation this year into the Nazis 
and those linked with them who have been 
trying to seize control of the Catholic Society 
of St Pius X for many years but are now 
somewhat in disarray in the UK and Europe 
though still strong in the USA. 

Searchlight stands by the people of Greece 
under attack from Golden Dawn, an openly 
Nazi movement. But here in the UK too 
people are still being killed by haters. 

The big question is, frighteningly, why 
both the Government and Opposition 
remain silent on all these issues. 

We hope many of our readers will come 
to our conference on 16 November, 
especially if you are active trade unionists 
or have other community involvement, but 
we also welcome students, academics, 
journalists and anyone else who is interested 
in the future of anti-fascism. 


Visit www.searchlightmagazine.com for news 


and updates, blogs and reader comments 
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SYRIZA 


AMBRIDGE 


THEY SAY THAT a week can be a long time in politics. 
The final days of September certainly proved it to be true. 

On Saturday 21 September hundreds of antifascists 
answered an urgent call by the London Branch of Syriza, 
the Greek Labour Party, to protest outside the Greek 
Embassy over the murder of a young Greek antifascist 
Pavlos Fyssas three days earlier. At hardly any notice, 
supporters turned out from the Greek Solidarity Campaign, 
Unite Against Fascism, Searchlight and other groups. 

The murder followed escalating violence and a brutal 
attack in a working class suburb of Piraeus by a Golden 
Dawn punishment squad on communist activists putting 
up posters against the fascist party. Pavlos Fyssas, 34, a 
popular hip-hop artist going by the stage name Killah P, 
was ambushed outside a building where he had been 
singing. He was stabbed several times, one wound pierced 
his heart and he died as a result. 

Reports suggest that police were close by when the attack 
took place. One of his attackers is said to have admitted 
being a member of Golden Dawn and had struck the fatal 
blow with a knife. 

The killing prompted protests in Greece. In Athens 
50,000 people marched on the headquarters of Golden 
Dawn, hurling petrol bombs at the building. Other cities 
saw demonstrations of over 10,000 people. The 
government was caught between a rock and a hard place 
because of concern it would need the votes of Golden 
Dawn's 18 MPs to keep it in office. However Golden Dawn 
threatened a mass resignation of its MPs, which would 
result in disruptive by-elections. 


Seeing the government's impotence against 
Golden Dawn, a judicial commission tried to find 
other means of curbing the fascists’ excesses. 
Resignations of some senior and lower-ranking 
police officers were clearly only a token gesture. 
Then on 25 September came a call from the 
Special Forces Veterans’ Group for a coup d'état 
in support of the far right. 

Searchlight thinks at this point political and 
perhaps military forces outside Greece, in Brussels 
and Berlin, decided to intervene. The last thing 
NATO wanted was a coup that would be met by 
massive popular resistance leading to a disastrous 
civil war on its vital southeastern flank. It is highly 
likely the Greek government was ordered to move 
against Golden Dawn. On 28 September, police 
arrested its leader, four other MPs and several 
other senior officers, no doubt on the advice of 
the judiciary that a charge of participation in a 
criminal association would ensure they were held in custody 
awaiting trial. 

The Greece Solidarity Campaign is an independent, non- 
party organisation that provides practical and political 
support and solidarity with people resisting austerity and 
fascist violence in Greece. | am honoured to have been 
invited to join the steering committee of the Greek 
Solidarity Campaign in the UK. Searchlight welcomes the 
opportunity to support our Greek comrades in these 
dangerous times facing their country. 


Photos: Daphne Liddle 
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Fascis 


: i a) 


By Dr Paul Jackson 


PERHAPS UNDERSTANDABLY, far right groups have 
developed a reputation for lacking intelligence. But this 
is not necessarily always the case. Throughout the 
twentieth century, there has been a wide range of fascist 
groupings animated by quite complex, esoteric sets of 
ideas. For example, one of the most notable fascist 


Alain de Benoist, leading European New Right thinker 
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reinvented for the 
nodern era: Generation Identity 


‘intellectuals’ of the interwar and postwar years was 
Julius Evola, whose complex, modernist philosophy 
helped legitimise years of fascist terrorism in Italy. The 
publishing house Arktos — more on which later - among 
others keeps his writings in print. Moreover, some of the 
twentieth century's great artists, such as Ezra Pound, or 
major intellectuals, such as Martin Heidegger, have been 
attracted to fascism too. 


The New Right tradition 


Another such fascist ‘intellectual’, or at the very least 
sophisticated ideologue, is Alain de Benoist. He was one 
of the founders of the postwar New Right in France. 
Broadly speaking, this intellectual strand of neo-fascism 
emerged in the late 1960s, as a sort of far right 
equivalent to the New Left of the same era - who 
themselves were trying to reinvent a radical ideology in 
the wake of it being discredited by the legacy of 
totalitarianism. The ideas of the New Right became 
influential on the French Front National as it carved out 
a new profile for a far right party in the 1980s and 
1990s. De Benoist is still going, and is speaking at a 
conference in London, ‘The End of the Present World’, 
on 12 October this year. 


(As an aside, the conference title ‘The End of the 
Present World’, where De Benoist is appearing alongside 
Alexandr Dugin and Laurent James, clearly also evokes 
the idea of a new era emerging. This topos of living in a 
period of profound transition from one era to another is 
a core mood found throughout the history of fascism.) 


As a loose collection of intellectuals rather than street 
fighters, New Right ideologues developed in a number 
of ways since their initial origins gravitating around the 
French-based think-tank Groupement de recherche et 
d'études pour la civilisation européenne (GRECE), 
founded in 1968. Among other things, the ideologues 
who clustered around GRECE and related organisations 
sought to reinvent Antonio Gramsci's Marxist theories of 


The University of ’s Radicalism and New Media research group 
(www.radicalism-new-media.org) is an unaffiliated academic research and 
consultancy unit formed in 2009. It has worked on several projects with 


Searchlight, most notably Lone Wolves: Myth or Reality? and Far-Right.com 
(both appearing in 2011), and is grateful to the editors of Searchlight magazine 
for the opportunity to provide monthly independent comment in these pages. 


Alexandr Dugin (left) and Laurent James: both are speaking alongside de Benoist 
in London on 12 October 


achieving legitimacy for a revolutionary ideology in a 
modern society by changing the cultural values of a 
community so they become favourable to radical 
change. 


So just like New Left Marxists of the 1960s and after, 
the New Right also realised that culture was crucial to 
establishing the framework for achieving radical change 
in industrialised societies. But rather than reinventing 
revolutionary Marxism, the New Right sought to find 
new ways of packaging fascism, and make its core 
arguments for creating an ethnically pure Europe chime 
with postwar, western cultural values. The current crop 
of New Right activists seem to be gathering regularly in 
Britain these days too, with outlets including the IONA 
London Forum. 


Why is this legacy important now? 

Another strand of this broad movement trying to 
reinvent fascist traditions for the modern era includes the 
‘identity movement’. This was founded in France in 
2002 and has subsequently come to international 
prominence. The wider identity movement now drives a 
more coherent political group that is punching above its 
weight in European far right circles, Generation Identity. 


Generation Identity are becoming important as they 
evoke a credible sense of radicalism that appeals to a 
younger generation of more sophisticated far right 
activists. Moreover, Generation Identity taps into the 
same aspects of reinventing fascist perspectives 
conceived by De Benoist and the New Right, recasting 
the revolutionary mythology of fascism for a new age. 
As a novel offshoot from the New Right tradition, 
Generation Identity has already made a notable impact 
in France and Germany. It is now also starting to develop 
a profile in the UK. 


Impact in France 


In France, publicity stunts by Generation Identity include 
occupying the site of a proposed mosque in Poitiers in 
October 2012, and storming the French Socialist Party 
headquarters in May 2013. At the former, activists 
unveiled a banner with the number 732, the year of the 
Battle of Tours, where Charles Martel defeated the 
attack by Abdul Rahman Al Ghafiqi's invading Muslim 
army. They also produced a video of the action and 
tweeted during their protest. The storming the French 
Socialist Party headquarters was also promoted via an 
online video produced by the group. Using sophisticated 
editing and music, this styles the Generation Identity 
activists as dynamic, anti-establishment protesters. 
Clearly, this was an event they are proud of, and they 
are using its iconography, and new media, to develop 
wider appeal among Europe's disaffected youth. 


It is worth stressing that Generation Identity has a 
more serious, radical tenor compared to the often 
amorphous energies of the English Defence League, 
although, as the protest in Poitiers highlights, both 
groups clearly gravitate around the common, 
IsLamophobic theme that now animates large sections of 
the contemporary far right. Generation Identity also cuts 
a more dynamic image when compared to the 
sometimes Colonel Blimpish profile of a party such as 
the British National Party. Rather, this far right grouping 
has a strong set of ideas running through it, as well as a 
dynamic that is likely to appeal to younger, and 
potentially more educated, sympathisers — an alienated 
generation for whom ideas as well as action are 
important. 


The fascist ideals of Generation Identity 


So what is Generation Identity all about? What are its 
guiding ideals? One good place to turn is a book 
published by one of the movement's most prominent 
voices, Markus Willinger. In his highly readable short 
polemic, Generation Identity: A Declaration of War 
Against the ‘68ers — also published by Arktos, who 
produce a vast array of intellectual material relevant to 
the New Right tradition — he talks of a coming 
nationalist revolution where multiculturalism will be no 
more, and where traditions forgotten by a generation of 
Europeans will be restored. Tellingly, this self-styled 
‘declaration of war’ is available in translation both as a 
Kindle download as well as a paperback book. Born only 
in 1992, Willinger claims he is currently a student at the 
University of Stuttgart, yet he has produced an 
accomplished piece of fascist writing - one engaging 
with many of the tropes familiar to those who analyse 
such texts. 
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Fairly typically, the theme of generations is crucial to 
Willinger's framing of an alleged crisis to which 
Generation Identity has the answer. He argues that the 
generation that came before him, ‘the 68ers’ as he 
simplifies, were overtaken by a series of allegedly crazy, 
utopian and universal ideals. This ‘cultural Marxism’ (a 
term also employed by Anders Breivik among many 
others on the far right) has allowed for mass 
immigration, which in turn was followed by the onset of 
a crisis in national identity across Europe. The '68ers 
themselves were driven to this misplaced idealism by 
their knee-jerk response to the horrors of Nazism, he 
continues. Trying to distance all this from sympathy with 
interwar fascism, he stresses that the failure of the ‘68ers 
has now created a crisis in the present, which needs to 
be overcome by a new movement driven by Willinger's 
generation: Generation Identity. This new movement, he 
claims, rejects both Nazism and postwar 
multiculturalism. 


Fascism revisited 


All this is set within a powerful language of war against 
the established elites, and overthrowing a corrupt 
generation focused on individualism, with a new 
generation who will put the ideals of the national 
community ahead of individual rights. Yet these were 
core themes found across the very same interwar fascist 
movements from which Willinger tries to distance himself. 


So in reality, Willinger's polemic calling for a cleansing 
of Europe, while also restoring a strong sense of 
‘traditional’ national identity, is an ideal that is very 
reminiscent of interwar fascism. Moreover, as with all 
fascist ideologies, there is a powerful call for a spiritual 
revolution to accompany the overthrowing of a 
generation of corrupt individualists, one that develops a 
sense of societal redemption achieved through 
participating in radical political action and by resorting to 
a strong sense of identity. 


To judge the tenor here, take this quote from the 
preface of the book arguing that a new era will emerge 
from the activism of Generation Identity: 


A new political current is sweeping through Europe. 
It has one goal, one symbol, and one thought: 
Identity. 


It is the current of our generation. It represents 
European youth. A youth that wants the one thing 
that the ideology of the '68ers can't give it: a future 
... Itis taking form and proclaiming the end of the 
era of the ‘68ers, a new epoch, the age of a new 
generation: generation identity. 


The book is shot through with a powerful sense of 
urgency too. Throughout, Willinger stresses warfare is 
needed if this new era is to be born. So this is a fight for 
a new society, one that will overturn the decadent 
wreckage of the woolly liberalism and Marxism of the 
"68ers. 
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Unsurprisingly given the name of the movement 
perhaps, the theme of identity is used to analyse a wide 
range of topics, from history to economics. Yet at each 
turn, Willinger diagnoses the same phenomenon: current 
elites are letting down a sense of traditional identity and 
need to be overturned. Injustice surrounding the recent 
economic disaster looms large in this analysis, suggesting 
that it has taken away job opportunities for the 
emerging generation, but has not punished an older 
generation who remain secure in their positions. 
Meanwhile, telling discussions on gender promote a 
return to clear male and female gender identities, and he 
decries the promotion of gay marriages, ‘alliances of 
queers and transvestites, the union of nothingness’. 


So he is a homophobe but is he racist? 


In a word, yes. But the language of Generation Identity 
also adopts the classic positioning of ‘differentialist 
racism’. This framing of racism claims that those who 
promote multiculturalism are destroying people's true 
identities by blurring all cultures into one, while those 
who decry it are the true respecters of cultural and racial 
difference. Yet at bottom, such views tend to develop a 
sense of white victimhood and call for some form of 
repatriation of non-whites from Europe typical of fascist 
racism. 


Italian fascist intellectual Julius Evola, much admired by Generation Identity today 


Gabor Vona at a Jobbik demonstration, flanked by his two bodyguards 


Indeed, Willinger is quick to claim that he and his 
movement are not racists, and can even be seen as 
defending the purity of other identities in a way that 
multiculturalism fails to do. Yet there is little original in 
such attempts at inverting the charge of racism to 
suggest that conserving the ‘purity’ of all races is not a 
racist perspective. So when developing such themes, he 
is drawing on territory already carved out by the New 
Right tradition, which has regularly tried to cast those who 
promote multiculturalism as people who do not respect 
authentic identities, and so are the true modern racists. 


Just as with the wider the New Right discourse, 
Willinger stresses that he respects all identities, just so 
long as they are allowed to exist in their own part of the 
world. Thus all Chinese should live in China, all Africans 
should live in Africa, and so forth. As such, migrants to 
Europe are posing a real problem to a white identity, and 
so Europeans are the victims of the spread of immigrants 
across the continent. As he develops this sense of 
European victimhood: 


We are more disenfranchised than they are. We 
don't want Mehmed and Mustafa to become 
Europeans. We don't want immigrants to take over 
our identities and give up their own. 


They should hold on to their own identities, and let us 
have ours. We don't ask more than is obvious: Europe 
belongs to Europeans alone. We are the rightful heirs 
to this continent, and we will not give up our 
inheritance. 


So he calls for ‘ethnopluralism' to replace 
multiculturalism, and stresses, 'We oppose your credo of 
multiculturalism with the principle of ethnopluralism. 
Instead of mixing and standardisation, we want to 
preserve difference. We want different peoples, cultures, 
and identities. Our own included!’ But in reality, this just 
a more sophisticated way to argue a for racist position 
promoting the ‘purity’ of the white race, one akin to 
those put out by the interwar fascists. 


Generation Identity in the UK 


How does Generation Identity connect with potential 
followers? One way is via social media. As discussed, the 
continental branches of Generation Identity are already 
savvy to making YouTube videos that may trend, 
publishing ebooks, and using twitter. The UK's branch 
has begun to cultivate an online presence. It also has a 
Facebook site, which sets out some of the themes that 
seem to animate the movement. Telling of its bid to 
appear intellectual as well as radical, there is a short 
extract from Julius Evola, a quote from Gabor Vona of 
Hungary's far right Jobbik, and a reproduction of a 
report suggesting the French Front National will do well 
in the 2014 European elections. There is even a link to a 
nationalist art history Facebook page, which decries the 
introduction of modernism into the arts at the turn of 
the twentieth century and celebrates earlier romantic 
visual styles. 


Here one also finds some positing that aligns the UK's 
branch of the movement with the icons of the British 
radical, traditional and far right. For example, a YouTube 
video of Enoch Powell sees him talking about the threat 
posed by immigration in the 1970s. Meanwhile, Margret 
Thatcher and the Queen are both referenced positively. 
And there is even a posting supporting UKIP in the May 
2013 elections. There has been some real world activity, 
including a summer camp held in Essex, where far right 
ideologues including Arthur Kemp contributed to 
proceedings. 


Nevertheless, this seems a fledgling movement in 
comparison with continental variants of Generation 
Identity. Moreover, working out the exact beliefs of the 
UK's version of Generation Identity is tricky, as chatter 
on the white power message-board site Stormfront 
suggests: ‘Some of what they say | agree with but 
occasionally they just come over like a slightly more 
extreme version of UKIP. Think they are pro-Zionist too.' 


Impact on the UK 


So Generation Identity has developed a small presence 
in the UK to date — with its UK Facebook page receiving 
just over 1,000 likes. Nevertheless, there is some 
fascinating networking going on between already 
existing groups, and the New Right inflected ideology 
promoted by Generation Identity. For example, clear 
links have been established between the Traditional 
Britain Group and Generation Identity. This is revealed, 
for example, in the schedule for Traditional Britain's 
October 2013 conference, ‘The Future of the Nation 
State’. This includes in its line-up a billing for Generation 
Identity as well as a slot for its ideological darling figure, 
Markus Willinger. 

The Traditional Britain conference also boasts talks 
from some other notable figures from the more 
intellectual end of far right politics. For example, it 
includes the founder and Director of the Libertarian 
Alliance, Sean Gabb, as well as Richard D. Spencer and 
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Does Generation Identity have a future here? 


With its links to organisations such as the Traditional 
Britain Group (who after all believe that a figure such as 
Doreen Lawrence ‘is a person without any merit 
whatsoever’ and should be deported), not to mention 
the still microscopic BNP follow-on group, the British 
Democratic Party, the UK's branch of Generation 
Identity may well develop a role. In a period of flux for 
the British far right, there are opportunities for it to 
become a more significant player among the groupings 
offering intellectual backing and support for larger, more 
populist parties. It may also simply continue its current 
function as another small but notable conduit linking 
British and European far right intellectual groups, 
promoting the sharing of ideas and inspiration for 
action. 


Finally, Generation Identity may even start developing 
its own brand more clearly, perhaps by performing 
direct action stunts that, as with the French branch of 
the movement, do seem to have a greater sense of 
chutzpa about them when compared to EDL media 
stunts. So Generation Identity is definitely one to keep 
an eye on. 


Prominent in Generation Identity is Markus Willinger, co-author of its manifesto 


Alex Kurtagic of Alternative Right magazine, and 
‘paleoconservative’ philosopher Paul Gottfried. These 
are not intellectual lightweights and there is a need to MARKUS WILLINGER 
appreciate that such figures can muster powerful 


arguments. Traditional Britain's conference is designed to G F N EF R A Ak | O N 


appeal to students among others, as they can register at 


a discounted rate. | D FE N T a Y 


So small-scale at present, what is potentially 
concerning about a grouping like Generation Identity is A DECLARATION OF WAR AGAINST THE ‘68ERS 
its appeal to a smarter crowd than those attracted to the 
EDL or similar far right organisations that have already 
got a foothold in the UK. Generation Identity figures 
have links with various British activists who are trying to 
develop new groupings in the wake of the BNP and its 
collapse in recent years. Interestingly, this also includes 
the British Democratic Party - which itself emerged from 
the collapse of the BNP, but has yet to show a strong 
presence on the political scene. 


It is also worth stressing that Willinger, and other 
radical voices from the more intellectual end of Europe's 
far right, have been making themselves heard in the UK 
of late. Such voices include the Belgian activist Ruban 
Rosiers, who boasts of links with the proto-fascist Syrian 
Social National Party; and Laszlo Virag, a Hungarian 
activist linked to that country's far right think-tank, 
Traditionalist School. Such figures have been addressing 
the IONA London forum, yet another clearing house for 
the New Right. In such venues, extremist ideas couched 
in intellectual debate allow for radical nationalist and 
fascist ideas to be recast, while also giving larger, more 
populist parties some fresh ideas. 
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Traditional 


nerican racists to speak at 
‘itain Conference 


The Traditional Britain Group, which bridges the far right and ultra-Conservative right, also has clear links with 
Generation Identity. Markus Willinger, Generation Identity's leading ideologue, is among the line-up of eight 
speakers at the TBG's conference in London on 19 October with a talk entitled “A Europe of regions and identity”. 
Others include the New Right activist and publisher Alex Kurtagi¢, Robin Tilbrook, leader of the tiny English 
Democrats party, and Dr Sean Gabb, director of the Libertarian Alliance, as well as two speakers from the USA, on 
whom Devin Burghart of the Institute for Research and Education on Human Rights (IREHR) shines a light 


A PAIR OF CONTROVERSIAL AMERICANS are 
scheduled to speak at the Traditional Britain “Future of 
the Nation State” conference on 19 October in London. 
Though the two represent different generations, both 
slid from “respectable” conservative circles to the white 
nationalist fringe. The two are friends and colleagues. 
One is best known for trying to revitalize the 
philosophical legacy of a Nazi collaborator, the other has 
called for “peaceful ethnic cleansing” to create a white 
homeland in North America. Here are their stories. 


Paul Gottfried 


One of the main attractions at the Traditional Britain 
gathering is Paul E. Gottfried. At 72, Gottfried is part of 
the old-guard of paleo-conservatives. He claims political 
figures including Richard Nixon and Pat Buchanan as 
acquaintances. Like his close friend, the late white 
nationalist philosopher-general Samuel Francis, over time 
Paul Gottfried has moved away from the cosy confines 
of paleo-conservatism to engaging in a more explicit 
racial nationalism. His academic work has also found a 
receptive audience among white nationalists. 


Now retired from his teaching position at 
Elizabethtown College in Pennsylvania, in addition to 
being an adjunct scholar at the Ludwig von Mises 
Institute, one of Gottfried's key movement roles is as 
president of the H L Mencken Club. Dubbed “a Society 
for the Independent Right", the Mencken Club has 
become an annual gathering for discredited 
conservatives, academic racists and unabashed white 
nationalists to mingle. 


Just look at the programme for the November 2013 
Mencken event. In addition to the two visitors to 
London it includes: Robert Weisberg, recently kicked out 
of the conservative National Review after IREHR 
exposed his racism; John Derbyshire, also fired from 
National Review after a racist column; William Regnery 
Il, publisher of the racist and antisemitic journal, The 
Occidental Quarterly; and Michael Hart, the academic 


Paul Gottfried: white nationalist and defender of scientific racism 


racist who organized the 2009 Preserving Western 
Civilization conference. Past Mencken Club gatherings 
featured names familiar to readers of Searchlight, 
including British expatriate Peter Brimelow of the white 
nationalist group VDARE, and Derek Turner of The 
Quarterly Review (formerly of Right Now! magazine, 
and the Irish neo-Nazi group, Social Action Initiative). 


In his academic career, Gottfried published numerous 
books on the paleo-conservative movement and political 
philosophy. One of the most infamous of these works 
was Gottfried's attempt to sanitize the reputation of the 
German political philosopher and Nazi collaborator Carl 
Schmitt. In his 1990 book, Carl Schmitt: Politics and 
Theory, Gottfried argued that “Schmitt in fact 
expounded a modified traditionalist view of the state 
that had little in common with Nazi theory or Nazi 
practice”. 


In reality, Schmitt joined the Nazis in 1933 and rapidly 
rose in the Nazi legal regime, where he came to be 
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perceived as the “Crown Jurist” of National Socialism. 
Several scholars have noted that Schmitt enthusiastically 
devoted himself to the task of purging German 
jurisprudence of “Jewish influence", and to defending 
Hitler's extra-judicial killings of political opponents. 
Other scholars have examined how Schmitt's fervent 
antisemitism was intimately linked to his political theory. 
Gottfried attempts to circumnavigate these issues, 
dismissing them as merely unpleasant political 
associations used to distract from his theoretical 
contributions. “They simply use association with his 
ideas or the failure of some of his exponents to attack 
Schmitt sufficiently as evidence of fascist sympathies,” 
he argued in a 2009 interview. 


Gottfried himself expressed a curious position on the 
Nazis in a recent editorial, “the Nazis never advocated 
the expulsion or destruction of the Jews as ‘racially 
inferior’. Hitler and others in his movement thought 
Jews were quite clever but working maliciously against 
the Aryan race." Defending scientific racism, Gottfried 
also argued that, “The citing of Nazi crimes to scare 
people into ignoring genetic influences or IQ tests reeks 
of dishonesty and manipulation." 


On issues of race in the United States, Gottfried has 
done everything from attack a Civil Rights icon, to 
defend the South in the Civil War. In “The Patron Saint 
of White Guilt", Gottfried attacked Martin Luther King 
Jr, repeating many of the old slanders against Dr King 
and adding that “this now beatified figure was a self- 
proclaimed social radical, who provided the god figure of 
a post-Christian religion, albeit one that is parasitic on 
Christian narratives”. In the same article, Gottfried refers 
to Confederate General Robert E. Lee as a “gallant 
Southern leader". Elsewhere he has tried to minimize the 
role of slavery in the Civil War. “Although slavery 
contributed to the War Between the States, it was not 
the only cause ... There were regional and tariff 
differences that led to the struggle.” 


Gottfried is a “friend, mentor and colleague” to the 
other American scheduled to speak at the Traditional 
Britain conference. 


Richard Spencer 


University-educated and well-to-do, Richard Spencer is 
part of a new generation of leaders trying to reshape the 
image of white nationalism. 


After obtaining a bachelor's degree at the University of 
Virginia and a master's degree at the University of 
Chicago, he was a doctoral student at Duke University 
before “dropping out to pursue a life of thought-crime”, 
according to Spencer. 


Like several of his older white nationalist movement 
mentors, Spencer began his political activity in 
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Richard Spencer (left) with Taki Theodoracopulos (back) and Peter Brimelow 


mainstream conservative circles. He worked as an 
assistant editor at Pat Buchanan's The American 
Conservative magazine, then became executive editor of 
Taki's Magazine (the publication of Buchanan's co- 
founder of The American Conservative). But Spencer 
kept marching to the white side. 


In November 2008 he spoke about Nietzsche at 
Gottfried's H L Mencken Club event. By early 2009, 
Spencer could no longer hold back his fixation on 
“contemporary white consciousness”. In a TakiMag 
piece on 29 May 2009 entitled “White Like Me" 
Spencer opined, “In our increasingly globalized world 
(it's not just a cliché), race hasn't been obscured or 
overcome, as many had hoped, but heightened and 
magnified — and contemporary white consciousness, if 
we're to use this term, is so complicated and bizarre 
(more on that below) that no serious cultural publication 
should refrain from discussing it.” 


By year's end, Spencer left the semi-respectability of 
the paleo-conservatives for good, when he announced 
that he was leaving TakiMag to start 
AlternativeRight.com, “an online magazine of radical 
traditionalism". Under the financial umbrella of British 
expatriate Peter Brimelow's white nationalist VDARE 
foundation, Alternative Right took to repackaging old 
white nationalist ideas for a new generation. 


Launched on 1 March 2010 with a professional- 
looking design and a long list of columnists, Alternative 
Right quickly became a big success in white nationalist 
circles. As one activist wrote, “| have been glued to the 


same website for hours today: Richard Spencer's new 
webzine Alternative Right ... | hope that Alternative 
Right will attract the brightest young conservatives and 
libertarians and expose them to far broader intellectual 
horizons, including race realism, White Nationalism, the 
European New Right, the Conservative Revolution, 
Traditionalism, neo-paganism, agrarianism, Third 
Positionism, anti-feminism, and right-wing anti- 
capitalists, ecologists, bioregionalists, and small-is- 
beautiful types." 


The popularity of the website made Spencer a rising 
star in the movement. When Louis Andrews, the 
chairman of a white nationalist think-tank and a small 
publishing house, became ill in 2011, Spencer was 
tapped to take over both operations. Spencer moved 
both projects to Whitefish, Montana, where he lives in a 
$3 million home. 


To Washington Summit Publishers, Spencer brought in 
new works such as Guillaume Faye's Why We Fight: 
Manifesto of Resistance and Sea Changes by Derek 
Turner to sell alongside classic racist publications, such as 
Francis Parker Yockey's Imperium, to Fascism Viewed 
From The Right by Julius Evola, to Madison Grant's The 
Passing of the Great Race. Several of the new titles in 
the WSP catalogue come from the Abergele-based 
Wermod and Wermod Publishing Group. That company 
is run by another speaker at the Traditional Britain 
conference, Alex Kurtagi¢. Spencer and Kurtagi€ worked 
closely together on Alternative Right, and the two have 
shared a platform on multiple occasions. 


Washington Summit Publishers gave Spencer another 
revenue stream, but credibility was to be had from the 
think-tank, the National Policy Institute. Founded in 
2005 by William Regnery II, a member of a wealthy 
conservative publishing family, and the influential white 
nationalist figure Sam Francis, the National Policy 
Institute's goal was “to elevate the consciousness of 
whites, ensure our biological and cultural continuity, 
and protect our civil rights". It published several so- 
called studies, including: “The State of White America — 
2007", “The Costs and Benefits of Mass Deportation", 
“Conservatives and Race", “The Wealth and IQ of 
Nations", and “Uhuru for South Africa". Before 
moving to Montana, it was located in Augusta, 
Georgia. 

Spencer's first big move as executive director of the 
National Policy Institute was to hold a splashy 
conference in Washington DC entitled “Towards a New 
Nationalism: Immigration and the Future of Western 
Nations”. He kicked off the conference with a direct 
invocation of Enoch Powell's infamous Rivers of Blood 
speech. Using video of recent riots in England with tape 
of Powell's 1968 speech, Spencer, discussed the 
catastrophe that Latin, Asian and African immigrants 


have brought the white race. Other speakers at the 
event included white nationalist stalwarts such as the 
Council of Conservative Citizens leader Sam Dickson and 
Jared Taylor of American Renaissance. At the 
conference, the National Policy Institute also published a 
pamphlet by Spencer entitled “The Majority Strategy — 
the Essential Argument — Why the GOP Must Win 
White America”. 


After the re-election of president Obama, many white 
nationalists gave up their hopes that Republicans would 
adopt their “White America" strategy. Some, like 
Spencer, abandoned altogether the idea that they could 
win back America and retreated towards enclave-style 
white nationalism. 


At the spring 2013 conference of the other white 
nationalist think-tank, American Renaissance, Spencer 
took to the podium to advocate “the creation of a 
White Ethno-State on the North American continent”. 
He told the small crowd on hand in Tennessee that 
“We need an ethno-state so that our people can 
‘come home again’, can live amongst family — to put it 
banally, so that they can feel safe and secure." To create 
a white homeland, Spencer argued for peaceful ethnic 
cleansing to solve the problem. “Today, in the public 
imagination, ‘ethnic-cleansing’ has been associated 
with civil war and mass murder (understandably so). 

But this need not be the case. 1919 is a real example of 
successful ethnic redistribution — done by fiat, we should 
remember, but done peacefully." He elaborated on his 
dream, “It is perfectly feasible for a white state to be 
established on the North American continent. Action is 
the easy part.” 


Following Spencer's move to Montana, other white 
nationalists have taken up the call to move to the 
western United States. For instance, a Canadian white 
nationalist recently started purchasing land in an effort 
to take over the small rural town of Leith, North Dakota 
(population 16) to turn it into a racist stronghold. IREHR 
will keep close watch on these and other efforts where 
racism tries to sink roots. 


Conservative political commentator and presidential adviser Pat Buchanan, with Paul 
Gottfried and Richard Spencer at an H L Mencken Club conference in 2009 
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Mayor welcomes fascist festival 


By Alfio Bernabei 


When Nazi-fascists need large venues for their 
international gatherings they are generally forced to 
rely on like-minded owners of private properties, 
which in itself shows that society doesn’t want them. 
The organisers of the Boreal Festival mounted by 
Forza Nuova, led by Roberto Fiore, set out to 
demonstrate they could invite hundreds of Nazi- 
fascists from all over Europe in a public venue, a 
municipal hall, and be greeted by the town's Mayor, if 
not with flowers then with a speech of welcome to 
signify dignified integration. 

They got all that from Claudio Brizzolero, the 
Mayor of Cantu, a town in Como province, northern 
Italy, a perfect democrat according to his own 
description or a useful idiot according to others. He 
offered the Nazi-fascists the keys to a grand 
municipal building for a three-day festival on 12-14 
September and allowed them to discuss their plans 
and strategies behind closed doors. 

The journalists allowed in were carefully selected as 
were the moments that could be witnessed, filmed or 
photographed. One of those admitted stated: “Even 
those with accreditation were not permitted to move 
freely. We were taken around by minders. We were 
accompanied throughout the duration of our 
presence. The objective? Protect (sic) and control the 
work of the journalists.” 

The Nazi-fascists were particularly keen for the 
welcoming speech by the Mayor to be filmed so that 
it could be put online and give the gathering the 
semblance of an ordinary political arena. The Mayor 
said he understood those who had protested against 
the festival but declared himself “positive” about it 
for it was good for democracy and the Constitution. 
He expressed gratitude at being invited: “You didn't 
have to”. 

His speech, drafted in advance to gain approval by 
the Nazi-fascists who would have certainly rejected it 
had it had a different tone, comically referred to the 
“democratic right to freedom of expression”, the first 
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thing they would get rid of. The Mayor carefully 
avoided any mention of Mussolini or Hitler. Words 
such as “racism", “dictatorship”, “killings” were 
excluded. “Race laws", “extermination camps”, 
“Holocaust”: no mention either. It was all buried in 
soft paraphrasing about the need to listen and 
understand each other and all in tune “with the 
opinion of the whole administration", which sounds 
ominous given that the Cantu administration doesn't 
come from Mars but is a virtual copy of the current 
coalition governing Italy. 

Among those invited to the festival were Nick 
Griffin of the British National Party, Thibaut De 
Chassey of Renouveau Francais, Laszlo Toroczkai 
of the Hungarian Sixty-Four Counties Youth 
Movement HVIM, Gyula Gyorgy Zagyva, Deputy 
President of HVIM and a Jobbik MP, Manuel 
Canduela, President of the Spanish group 
Democracia Nacional, Khaled Mahjoub from Syria 
and Ruch Narodovi from Poland. From Italy, apart 
from Fiore, Matteo D'Amico and Agostino 
Sanfratello took part in debates. Toroczkai did not 
turn up for reasons unspecified. Some German 
representatives explained they had another 
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Election propaganda of Forza Nuova, Roberto Fiore's fascist party which organised 
the festival 


important meeting to attend in their own country. 
The Syrian who was to deny that President Assad 
had any chemical weapons decided not to appear 
when he realised he had no ground to stand on. 

As for what was said in public, one has to rely on 
witnesses kept under control and some more 
sympathetic than others with the meeting's 
objectives. Apparently Canduela stressed the risks of 
Andalusia “falling back into the hands of Islamists 
bent of regaining control of territories they held in 
the past”. Griffin complained that he and his family 
feel like strangers in their own country: “I felt more 
at home in Beirut and Damascus where | was in the 
last week than in London". He spoke of an “invisible 
conspiracy" that threatens the European identity and 
added: “There is a word that describes it: genocide”. 

Among the topics under public discussion were 
“acts of aggression against the family” in the shape 
of gay marriage and “the political struggle of 
nationalist movements against the madness of jus 
soli". Fiore warned against developments that 
threaten “the destruction of the Italian people”, 
including abortion and homosexuality. Referring to 
immigration, he spoke of the Italian black Minister 
Cécile Kyenge as “the image of a system that cannot 
continue”. 

What was discussed behind closed doors is 


(right to left) Roberto Fiore, Nick Griffin, Manuel Canduela, Gyula Gyorgy Zagyva 


impossible to say and there is little point in asking the 
Mayor. One would imagine that tactics to gain more 
power, the strengthening of alliances, ways of 
improving propaganda and avoiding arrests of 
militants engaged in violent racist attacks were high 
on the agenda. Two hundred people were said to 
have been present at the debates and 400 at the 
concerts, during which the Nazi-fascists are known to 
salute their flags and shout “Heil Hitler!" and “Viva 
Mussolini". Some indeed may have chanted “Thank 
you. Mayor of Cantt!”. 

Among the bands performing were Wafflor Waffen 
from Sweden, Radical Hungary and Romantikus 
Eroszak from Hungary, Hobbitt, Legittima Offesa and 
Testudo from Italy and Nordica from Poland. 

There were protests when the meeting was 
announced, in particular by ANPI, the Association of 
partisans who fought in the Second World War and 
groups of students. But during the three-day meeting 
itself no major demonstration by antifascists took 
place. However in Milan about thirty people 
gathered by the entrance of a Forza Nuova office 
and sprayed “No Nazi" graffiti on the front door 
claiming they were causing little disturbance as the 
occupants were away being entertained by the 
Mayor. And, yes, he was warmly applauded for his 
efforts. 
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UKIP goes fo 


1 2014 


Cato reports from UKIP’s annual conference 


THE UK INDEPENDENCE Party is hoping to win the European 
elections in the UK next spring according to its leader Nigel 
Farage. Speaking at his party's annual conference at 
Westminster Central Hall, London, on 20-21 September, he set 
his sights high. “We can come first and cause an earthquake,” 
he said. “We're changing the face of British politics.” 

The party currently has nine of the UK's 72 MEPs. At the last 
European election in 2009 UKIP took 16.5% of the vote, 
securing 13 seats. Since then five have left and one has joined: 
Roger Helmer, who defected to UKIP from the Conservatives. 
The most recent departures, both in September, were Michael 
Nattrass, a former UKIP deputy leader who resigned out of pique 
at failing to be reselected for 2014, and Godfrey Bloom, whose 
widely reported antics — calling a group of UKIP women activists 
sluts and later hitting a journalist over the head with a copy of 
the conference programme — overshadowed the weekend. 

UKIP, which now has 31,000 members and claims to be 
growing by 1,000 a month, is also looking to build on its 
breakthrough in this year's county council elections in which it 
won 147 seats and came second in 900 wards, winning 23% 
of the vote. Farage told the conference that the party intended 
to put up thousands of candidates with a big push in London. 

“We are changing the political agenda in this country," he 
said. “You can see our influence on the debate over 
immigration. Britain is moving in UKIP's direction not just on 
the question of the EU but in many areas of our national life. 
On welfare we are clear the benefit system should be there for 
the needy and not there as a lifestyle choice. On education, 
we are the only party that actually believes in social mobility, 
selective education and grammar schools.” 

Immigration will of course be central to the party's 2014 
election campaign. It is the most important question facing the 
country, declared Farage. It was a question of scale. Last year 
497,000 people settled in this country, he said, before 
reminding his audience of the 29 million people from Bulgaria 
and Romania who will have the right to come to the UK from 
1 January 2014 with access to jobs and benefits. 

But UKIP was not racist, he assured the conference, several 
of whom have shown often enough that they are just that. 
UKIP must be the party of radical alternatives and free speech, 
he said. We firmly oppose racism, sectarianism and extremism 
of the left or right. We are the only party that has banned 
former BNP members. 

For the first time at a UKIP conference, Farage, who also 
fulminated against foreign aid and the European Arrest 
Warrant, was accompanied by two bodyguards in and outside 
the conference venue. 

Neil Hamilton, UKIP deputy chairman and National 
Executive Committee member since 2011, was also in buoyant 
mood about the European elections, promising the greatest 
political earthquake that this country had seen in his lifetime. 
Hamilton is a disgraced former Conservative MP and member 
of the Executive Council of the Monday Club from 1972- 
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1973, who in 1973 addressed a conference of the fascist 
Italian Social Movement (MSI) as a representative of the 
Federation of Conservative Students. 

Stuart Wheeler, UKIP's treasurer and council member of the 
Freedom Association, revealed UKIP’s financial problems. The 
party's 2012 accounts show income of £1.2 million - 
£750,000 less than the BNP managed in 2009 despite it only 
obtaining two MEPs. Wheeler told supporters that the party's 
reserves had diminished by two thirds since February this year 
and appealed for them to leave legacies. The party now 
needed £80,000 a month to operate and extra for election 
campaigns. It would spend £4 million on the 2014 elections if 
only it had the funds. Professional fundraisers Other Creative 
have been appointed and big donors are being sought. 

UKIP took on a new press officer earlier this year and has 
recently opened an office in Mayfair. The premises are 
provided rent free by Andrew Stephen Reid, a party member 
and director of RMPI Personal Injury Solicitors, who 
represented Lord McAlpine in his complaint about libellous 
tweets last year. Hire of Westminster Central Hall for the two- 
day conference set the party back by £55,000. 

A long list of other speakers called for the scrapping of the 
HS2 rail project, local referenda on hunting with hounds, 
support for culling badgers, compulsory private health 
insurance for immigrants before arrival in the UK and 
scrapping the Human Rights Act. David Coburn, chairman of 
UKIP London, said there was no libertarian, small business 
party in Scotland but UKIP would fill the vacuum. 

Professor Tim Congdon, UKIP’s economics spokesman, 
outlined the cost of Britain's membership of the EU, which he 
put at 11% of GDP. Congdon, who is also chairman of the 
Freedom Association (since 2011) and an academic advisory 
council member of the Bruges Group since 1989, said that 
employment of non-UK born people since 2004 had grown by 
1.8 million while the number of jobs lost to British-born people 
had increased by over 400,000. 

Robert Smith, a longstanding UKIP member from Falmouth 
and Camborne, was concerned about allegations of racism. 
The party needed to be on guard against attacks from the 
media, who “want to destroy us”. Racism was the issue that 
would destroy this party if we avoid and do not tackle it. “We 
must stand up for what we believe", he concluded. 

Graham Leon-Smith, founder and leader of the Senior 
Citizens Party, announced that he would propose to his party's 
3,000 to 4,000 members that the SCP form an alliance with 
UKIP to get UKIP MPs elected at the 2015 general election. 

Mark Littlewood, director general of the free-market think- 
tank the Institute of Economic Affairs, complained that welfare 
including pensions in the UK would cost £220 billion in 2014. 
“We are in an overtaxing, overspending, over regulating 
state," he said. 

Among the other speakers were Angus Dalgleish, professor 
of oncology at St George's Hospital; Patrick O'Flynn, chief 
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political 
commentator of the 
Daily Express; and 
Lord Digby Jones, 
former director- 
general of the 
Confederation of 
British Industry (CBI) 
and Labour Trade 
Minister. 

The conference 
heard two speakers 
from mainland 
Europe: Slavi 
Penchev Binev MEP 
from Bulgaria, vice- 
president of the eurosceptic Europe of Freedom and 
Democracy group in the European Parliament, and Timo Soini, 
co-founder and leader of the far-right True Finns party. 

Just four motions were debated during the conference. The 
first, proposed by UKIP Lanarkshire, was misleadingly reported 
to have resulted in UKIP proscribing the antifascist Hope Not 
Hate group. In fact HNH was not the only target. The motion 
called for a policy of no platform and non cooperation towards 
HNH, Unite Against Fascism and “similar far left extremist 
organisations", including proscription of membership to any 
identifiable supporters or activists. The motion was carried by 
only 133 votes to 111 with seven abstentions. It will only 
become UKIP policy if the NEC approves. 

Speaking against the motion, Marcus Watney, UKIP Torridge 
and West Devon, said he was antifascist himself and that UKIP 
had to fight the view that the party was right-wing. “We are 
into the politics of authoritarianism versus liberty. | don't see the 
extreme left wing as my natural enemy. | would like to see us 
reaching out to the extreme left. Fascism is alive and well today 
and its name is Brussels. We don't want to be tarred with the 
same brush and proscribe those who wish to proscribe us." 

Tim Field thought going for a no platform policy would 
show UKIP was running scared of its opponents. He pointed 
out that it was Conservative Party headquarters that 
discredited UKIP's candidates in the 2013 local elections. 

Motion 2, which requested that all personal expenses claims by 
elected UKIP representatives be scrutinised by the party, was 
defeated by 184 votes to 108. Motion 3 on homelessness among 
former armed forces personnel was carried overwhelmingly. 
Motion 4 on UKIP support for fracking was carried. 

As at the three main party conferences, there were several 
fringe meetings put on by groups including UKIP Friends of 
Israel, the Institute of Economic Affairs, the Taxpayers’ 
Alliance, the Bruges Group (on Montgomery and the First War 
on Terror) and Christian Soldiers in UKIP, which featured 
Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali, the former Church of England Bishop 
of Rochester, now director of the Oxford Centre for Training, 
Research, Advocacy and Dialogue. Eddie Bone, president of 
the Workers of England Union (see Searchlight August- 
September 2013) spoke at a meeting put on by the Campaign 
for an English Parliament, of which he is chairman. 

Several organisations had stalls at the conference. A few 
were there more for the commercial possibilities, others 
because of overlapping political interests. They were Biteback 
Publishing, Bretwalda Books, British Union for the Abolition of 
Vivisection, Bruges Group, Campaign for an English Parliament, 
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Anything missing? 


Christian Soldiers of UKIP, Dave Barnby, June Press, National 
Private Tenants Association, St Matthew Publishing Ltd, The 
Freedom Association (TFA), Tobacco Manufacturers’ 
Association, UKIP Friends of Israel and Young Independence. 

Unlike last year, there was no sign of the Traditional Britain 
Group, which is probably still reeling after its exposure by 
Searchlight. Allegedly Farage and Gregory Lauder-Frost, a 
long-time extreme-right activist and vice-president of the TBG, 
are Facebook friends. If Lauder-Frost had come this year, he 
could have reminisced with his friend Stuart Notholt with 
whom he was active in the notorious and terrorist-linked 
Western Goals Institute. 

Around 1,300 people attended, not all of them UKIP 
members. Several were members of other right-wing 
organisations, in particular the Bruges Group, which had 
several Nazis and far rightists at its meeting in London in April 
(see Searchlight, May 2013). UKIP members included: 

e John Bailey (Bruges Group and London Swinton Circle) 

e Dave Barnby (who lent his name badge to Albert Burgess, 
who was not registered for the conference but evaded 
security and helped man Barnby’s stand. Burgess was 
expelled from UKIP after consorting with Nick Griffin and 
speaking at several BNP meetings. A former British 
Constitution Group activist, he addressed a British Patriots 
Society rally in London on 20 August 2011.) 

e Bob Brock (Bruges Group, Monday Club and TFA) 

e Vanessa Crichton (Bruges Group, and attended a British 
Patriots Society anti-EU demonstration outside Lancaster 
House, central London on 12 October 2012) 

¢ Graham Eardley (Events Officer, Bruges Group) 

¢ Christine Hamilton Voint Honorary President, Young 

Independence, since 2013) 

Peter Kirby (Bruges Group, London Swinton Circle and TFA) 
Oliver Marriott (funder, Bruges Group) 

Gloria Martin (Bruges Group and TFA) 

Mick J. McGough (Bruges Group, UKIP NEC member since 
2010, TFA treasurer, and NEC member Campaign for an 
Independent Britain) 

e John Moran (Bruges Group, TFA and former Kingston 
branch chairman, Democracy Movement) 

e Magnus Nielsen (chairman Cogers Trust, organiser of City 
of London Society of Cogers free speech debating society, 
and Stop Islamisation of Europe activist) 

e Janus Polenceus (former English Democrats Party activist) 

e Paul Rhodes (Bruges Group and TFA) 

e Andrew Smith (Bruges Group and UKIP treasurer 2004- 
2006, NEC member 2007-2008, UKIP parliamentary 
candidate 2001, 2005 and 2010) 

e Victor Webb (Bruges Group) 

Others present included: 

e James Black (webmaster for Campaign for an English 
Parliament and for Workers of England Union) 

e Eddie Bone (chairman, Campaign for an English 
Parliament, since 2011; president and campaign director, 
Workers of England Union and English Democrats Party 
2010 general election candidate) 

e Raheem Kassam (director of Student Rights counter- 
extremist organisation, associate fellow of Henry Jackson 
Society and founder and editor Trending Central blog, 
who addressed the Young Independence inaugural 
conference in London on 19 September 2013) 

e Robert Oulds (Bruges Group director since 2001). 


October-November 2013 | Searchlight | 17 


By Gerry Gable 


AS SATURDAY 7 September approached many of us were 
apprehensive that the great summer weather was at an end 
— the forecast indicating heavy rain that might have kept 
people at home rather than come out to oppose the English 
Defence League. On the day, the only washout was the 
EDL's “Big One for 2013" event: yet another promise to 
invade Tower Hamlets. 

From the moment news broke of the EDL's planned 
protest, a grassroots community-based organisation, United 
East End, sprang up which included many local people who 
had been part of the earlier counter-demos against the 
EDL. They received immediate support from Unite Against 
Fascism and several trade unions, the local multi-faith 
group, Tower Hamlets Council, the local London Assembly 
member John Biggs, the two local MPs, Searchlight and a 
strong contingent from the medical profession and 
community and tenants’ groups. 

When the EDL first tried to march in Tower Hamlets in 
September 2011, the Home Secretary banned all public 
protests in five London boroughs for 30 days. This time we 
wanted to avoid such a blanket curb on civil liberties as well 
as various other failings that led to some trouble on the 
day. So from the start we were determined to demonstrate 
our resistance to the EDL with a strong sense of purpose 
and discipline. 

One of the greatest contributions came from the very 
large local Muslim community, especially its younger 
leadership based at the large East London Mosque and 
Cultural Centre in Whitechapel. 

Early on, the Metropolitan Police Borough Commander 
consulted with the local community and leaders of the 
campaign to stop the EDL and offered three proposals. Two 
were unacceptable because they involved the EDL having 
some presence in the borough, though they would not 
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have been allowed near their main target, the East London 
Mosque, or the nearby Altab Ali Park, named after a 17- 
year-old man murdered by three white racists in the 1970s. 

Many individuals and organisations responded by 
supporting an open letter from the Mayor's office that said 
only a total ban on the EDL entering the borough would 
be acceptable. 

United East End entered into negotiations with the police 
and | joined the UEE team from the second meeting, 
bringing my experience as a founder member of the MPS 
Independent Advisory Group, set up 14 years ago during 
the Macpherson inquiry into the murder of Stephen 
Lawrence, to combat hate crime in London and eradicate 
racism within the MPS. The police side included a chief 
superintendent who had served for many years in Tower 
Hamlets, a sergeant currently serving there who was well 
known to many people around the table, and a senior 
officer who had dealt with the first incursion by the EDL into 
Walthamstow, when anti-fascists drove them out and police 
behaviour towards the anti-fascist protesters was exemplary. 

Parallel to these negotiations the UEE organising group 
held meetings at the Muslim Community Centre. One 
meeting could not be held there as all the rooms were taken, 
and the secretary of the local synagogue offered space. It 
was heartening when everybody accepted and Muslim 
organisers circulating details of the venue asked people to 
show respect by covering their heads in the Jewish tradition. 

One disturbing factor was the apparent lack of involvement 
by the Mayor of London and the Home Secretary in securing 
the safety of the community in Tower Hamlets, even after a 
failed arson attack on a mosque in Harlow, Essex, when three 
fires were set, one of which just missed a gas main. A week 
later ten EDL thugs tried to attack a meeting called by local 
trade unions and the UAF in protest against the attack. 
Searchlight posted photos of the perpetrators on our website. 
Local people say they were not from Harlow. 

In the run-up to the date, Searchlight and some others 
were monitoring the EDL's intentions. The EDL had 
expressed an intention to occupy Altab Ali park and during 
the negotiations | emphasised the need to secure the area 
well ahead of the EDL's assembly time. 

Both the mayor of Tower Hamlets and the EDL took legal 
action: the mayor to obtain a total ban on the EDL in the 
borough and the EDL to complain that their human rights 
would be undermined by such a ban. In the High Court the 
EDL were represented by an unbelievably useless barrister 
and the mayor withdrew from his action when he realised 
the EDL had no case. 

The judge accepted that the police had properly 
considered the risk of serious disorder and the effect on the 
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EDL deputy leader Kevin Carroll is hacked off by a police officer telling him which 
way is up, as Tommy Robinson looks on 


local community. The EDL was left to pay all the costs, 
which could run to several thousand pounds. 

We had argued strongly for the police to move the EDL 
march and rally to Westminster. They refused but informed 
us of their operational plan for the day. The fascists would 
be ordered to park their transport and assemble their 
supporters on the southern approach to Tower Bridge, and 
march over the bridge to just past Aldgate tube station. 

Their route would take them along Minories, a street 
with one side in Tower Hamlets and the other in the City of 
London. We were apprehensive because the street borders 
a small estate that has a high proportion of Asian families. 
The police discussed with us how they would totally secure 
the estate, which they did. 

The EDL were issued with notices under sections 12 and 
14 of the Public Order Act 1986, which impose conditions 
on public processions and assemblies and require 
participants to comply with any directions imposed by the 
most senior police officer at the scene, failing which they 
were liable to arrest. They were also warned against 
insulting chanting about Muslims and their faith, and any 
display of placards of a religious or racist content. The other 
main condition was that the EDL's rally at the end of their 
march could last for no longer than 30 minutes. 

The anti-fascists, who were planning to hold a rally in 
Altab Ali park, were also asked to accept notices under 
section 12 and 14. We had no reason to object because as 
long as the police kept their word, we would keep ours. 

We made it clear that once Altab Ali park was full the 
only place we could go would be the road. It meant we 
would need hundreds of stewards to keep discipline on our 
demonstration, but also, if something went wrong and the 
fascists broke through the thousands-strong police ranks, 
our stewards would be the front line of our defence. 

On the day Altab Ali park was packed and we must have 
had over 50 speakers representing anti-fascism and anti- 
racism at its broadest. 

Sometime before 7 September we received word that a 
small anti-fascist faction would try to kick things off. By 
their own choice this group did not take part in any of the 
planning meetings but chose to do their own thing. Our 
attitude was that the police plan was in the best interests of 
the community and that if this faction broke away, they 
would only end up getting kettled. 


Is this man a real soldier contravening Queen's Regulations or another fantasist? 
Photos: Daphne Liddle 


At the park they stood with a large banner at the back 
before pulling out, but unlike in 2011 nobody really wanted 
to give them political house room. Fewer than 400 rushed 
off, were kettled and served with section 12 and 14 
notices. They have apparently been banned from attending 
any EDL gatherings. 

One of the upsides of the policing was the presence of 
the football squad who have no love lost for fascist football 
hooligans who make up a good part of the street fighters in 
the EDL. 

In the event the police stopped the EDL march short of its 
original destination. At that point we synchronised watches 
with the senior police officer and after 30 minutes he shut 
down the EDL rally, marched them back over Tower Bridge, 
put them on their transport and sent them on their way. 

Our photographers and others observing the EDL march 
spotted a banner from a German Nazi group from Berlin, a 
Finnish Defence League banner, a lone Jewish collaborator 
waving an Israeli flag, a gay group banner, a Polish EDL 
banner and various national flags. 

After the march Tommy Robinson, street boss of the EDL, 
was arrested and taken away in a police van. He has since 
been charged — under his real name Stephen Yaxley Lennon 
— with breaching section 14 of the Public Order Act and 
inciting others to do the same. He has been bailed and will 
appear in court on 22 October. 

We had asked to hold a short march after the EDL had 
gone. The thousands of anti-fascists present had spilled 
out of the park into Whitechapel Road, making it necessary 
for the police to secure access for patients and ambulances 
to the Royal London Hospital and divert buses. The police 
said it had been a victory for the community and agreed to 
let us form up and march a short distance in celebration 
and triumph. 

Heading the march behind the United East End banner 
were the UEE organisers, the mayor of Tower Hamlets, 
representatives of the multi-faith group, trade unionists, the 
UAF, and lots of Muslim men and women. | was asked to 
march with the organisers but | felt humbled and grateful 
that Searchlight could play a role and | chose to march 
further back with some local people. 

The taste of victory is surely sweet. Final score: around 
750 EDL and close on 5,000 anti-fascists plus many more 
out guarding their institutions across the borough. 
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-onservatives call 


By Cato 


A CONSERVATIVE MEP has called for the UK Independence Party 
to be given peerages in proportion to their percentage vote at the 
last general election. Daniel Hannan, an MEP for South East 
England since 1999, said the Conservatives would struggle to 
form any type of government as long as a chunk of the 
eurosceptic vote was going elsewhere. 

“We have 12 months after the 2014 European elections to 
reach some sort of accommodation with UKIP to ensure a 
eurosceptic majority,” he declared. 

Hannan was speaking at the second annual conference of 
Conservative Renewal, a grassroots organisation that promotes 
traditional conservative principles. The conference, entitled “A 
Renewal of Conservatism: how to secure a Conservative majority 
in 2015", was held in Windsor on 14 September. It brought 
together 170 people, including MPs, academics, think-tanks, 
columnists, and Conservative activists. 

Conservative Renewal was founded in 2012 by George Bathurst, a 
Conservative councillor in Windsor, Phil Sage, a deputy chairman of 
Windsor Conservatives, and Richard Hyslop, a director of Endeavour 
Public Affairs and member of The Freedom Association (TFA). 

As at the UKIP conference the following weekend (see pages 
16-17), TFA was much in evidence, and co-sponsored the 
conference with Conservative Way Forward. Among the speakers 
was Rory Broomfield, a deputy director of TFA since 2012, who 
called for “a free, independent UK representing its own interests”. 

Other TFA speakers were Dia Chakravarty, a TFA deputy 
director, Simon Richards, a TFA director since 2008 and Daily Mail 
blogger, and Adrian Hilton, a conservative academic and author 
and TFA council member. 

TFA was founded in 1975 as the National Association for 
Freedom by Lord de L'Isle and Norris McWhirter. It notoriously 
intervened against trade unionists in the Grunwick dispute but 
declined after Margaret Thatcher came to power. It has become 
more active recently and is part of the web of overlapping groups 
and individuals on the far right and conservative right. 

The conference was opened by Adam Afriyie MP, who has been 
touted as the next Conservative Party leader should David 
Cameron fail to win a majority in 2015. 

Unsurprisingly speakers and participants were much concerned 
about immigration. Alp Mehmet, vice-chairman of Migration 
Watch UK since 2010 and an immigrant himself, called for the 
government's annual net inflow target to be reduced 40,000. 

Douglas Murray, a columnist on The Spectator and Standpoint 
and founder of the Centre for Social Cohesion, said the issue was the 
identity of this country because the 2011 Census had shown that 
white Britons were a minority in 23 out of London's 33 boroughs. 

“For the right and the Conservative Party in particular, it is a 
very difficult subject," he declared. “There is no such thing as a 
left-wing racist. It is only the right that is capable of being racist. | 
am very pessimistic over how to deal with it. We have a core 
culture. It is not to do with ethnicity.” 

Speakers from the floor did not mince words. Leo Walters, a 
Conservative councillor in Windsor and Maidenhead and executive 
council member of the far-right Conservative Monday Club, 
claimed that 80% of immigrants vote Labour and nine out of ten 
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Romanians and Bulgarians are pickpockets. Christopher Hudson 
complained about non-UK nationals claiming work-related benefits. 
On the 2015 general election, Dr Syed Kamall, a Conservative 
MEP for London, said many of us sympathise with much of what 

UKIP believes in. “Lord Ashcroft's polling has identified 
immigration, welfare and Europe." David Campbell Bannerman, a 
Conservative MEP for the East of England, said the Conservatives 
must come to some sort of pact with UKIP at the 2015 general 
election. Leo Walters agreed, saying we had to thank UKIP for 
making a referendum a possibility. 

Two Cabinet ministers, Theresa May and Michael Gove, had 
accepted invitations to address the conference but pulled out at the 
last minute on 5 September. Several other ministers and 
parliamentarians including Ed Vaizey MP, Nick Boles MP, Richard 
Ashworth MEP, leader of the Conservatives in the European 
Parliament, and the journalist and author Toby Young also withdrew. 

Alex John Cameron Deane, David Cameron's first chief of staff 
in 2005, did show up. Deane is a City of London councillor and 
founder and former director of the Big Brother Watch civil liberties 
think-tank. 

Another speaker was Professor Roger Scruton, a right-wing 
philosopher and founder and former editor of The Salisbury 
Review, the first edition of which included an article calling for 
compulsory repatriation of Britain's black population. Scruton is 
admired by the Traditional Britain Group, which was represented 
at Conservative Renewal's conference by Nick Hallett, who is also 
head of research of Conservative Way forward and a research 
fellow of the Young Britons’ Foundation. 

Professor Scruton is chairman of the Conservative Philosophy 
Group, which held a fringe meeting at the conference “by 
invitation only". The CPG was originally founded in 1974 and 
used to meet at the home of the disgraced former Conservative 
minister Jonathan Aitken. Disbanded in the early 1990s it was 
revived in 2012 and meets informally to discuss and develop 
future Conservative ideas, principles and policies. 

The meeting, attended by 26 people, discussed British culture 
and identity. Scruton said: “Immigration is the elephant in the 
room. The Conservative Party has failed to say what is 
objectionable about it and what isn't. The dominance of Marxist 
theology in universities has wiped minds clean to discuss it. The 
Conservative Party has no more convictions." 

It was proposed that the CPG organise a weekend conference 
in 2014 (as long as 
it was not held 
during the hunting 
season, remarked 
Professor Scruton) 
to enable an in- 
depth discussion of 
a draft statement 
of principles entitled 
What Do 
Conservatives 
Believe? presented 
at the meeting. 


Conservative Renewal founders Richard Hyslop, 
George Bathurst and Phil Sage 


TRADE UNION FRIENDS of 
Searchlight paid another successful 
visit to the TUC Congress, which 

was held in Bournemouth in 
September, with a stall and a speaker 
at a fringe meeting. 

Every delegate received a copy of 
the August/September issue of 
Searchlight, specially expanded to 40 
pages, and our stall was busy with a 
variety of visitors, including the TUC 
General Secretary Frances O'Grady. 
We were able to thank her in person 
for the support that South East 
Region TUC (SERTUC) and the TUC 


itself are giving to our free conference 


on the way forward for anti-fascism 
on 16 November in London. 

On the Tuesday evening 
Searchlight's editor Gerry 
Gable joined a panel of trade union 
and Unite Against Fascism speakers 
at a UAF fringe meeting. One of the 
most important points that came up 
in the meeting was the need for all 
the unions to raise their game in 
confronting fascism. Several people 
in the audience pointed out that 
historically the unions had taken a 
firm lead against racism and many 
other forms of discrimination but had 
in some cases not taken on board the 
need to deal with the growth of 
violent fascism and terror 
internationally. 

There was also discussion about 
how some people in the anti-fascist 
movement were failing to see the 
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Gerry Gable with friends from War On Want. Photo: Cathy Pound 


UK Independence Party as not merely 
some potty xenophobic outfit but a 
racist party. 

Tony Kearns, assistant general 
secretary of the CWU, pointed out 
that people should not be fooled into 
thinking that the likes of Tommy 
Robinson and Kevin Carroll were 


on — 


TUC general secretary Frances O'Grady (right) speaks to Searchlight editor Gerry Gable and Searchlight's trade 


actually in charge of the English 
Defence League. In reality the 
leadership was in the hands of old 
Monday Club members and other 
City business people. 

We are sure all these matters will 
be debated further at our conference 
in November. 


Pvt 


union liaison officer Cathy Pound at the Searchlight stall. (TUC official photo) 


Gerry Gable speaks at a UAF fringe meeting alongside (I-r) Tony Kearns, CWU Senior 
Deputy General Secretary; Jane Loftus, CWU President chairing the meeting; Jennifer 
Moses, NASUWT National Equalities Officer; Kevin Courtney, NUT Deputy General 
Secretary; and Brian Richardson, UAF Assistant Secretary. Photo: Cathy Pound 
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Neo-Nazis, the Catholic 
church and c 
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Dr Mark Pitchford returns to Searchlight's investigation of the Society of St Pius X 


NEO-NAZIS and extreme right- 
wingers are still infiltrating the 
Catholic Church in Britain. For 
some time, Searchlight has 
investigated the links between a 
group of far-right extremists and 
the ultramontane Catholic Society 
of St Pius X (SSPX). In May, 
Searchlight issued a press release to 
this effect warning about an 
imminent coup at SSPX's June 
conference by far-right extremists. 
Their objective was to replace the 
existing leadership with the 
Holocaust denying Bishop Richard 
Williamson. 

The Daily Telegraph published 
information from our press 
release’, which seemed to have the 
desired effect. We understand that 
our actions influenced those clergy 
involved in the planned coup, 
including possibly the SSPX's 
District Superior Father Morgan, to 
think again. Rather than coming 
out in support of the extremists at 
the June Conference, Fr Morgan 
basically told them to shut up. 

The extremists are now in the 
wilderness, but unfortunately, this 
does not mean that we have seen 
the end of them. After refusing to 
assist at SSPX Masses, they 
decided to pursue their objectives 
by operating outside the SSPX. 
They have sought alternative 
premises where they could hold 
Mass restricted to likeminded 
souls. 

Now describing themselves as a 


‘Mission’ or the ‘Resistance’, these 
extremists are pursuing their 
witch-hunt against the leaders and 
genuine members of SSPX. It 
would seem that they are quite 
determined to force Bishop 
Williamson's leadership onto the 
SSPX in Britain. Angered by their 
inability to implement their coup, 
these individuals are quite 
prepared to attack the current 
SSPX leadership, and dismiss glibly 
the concerns of genuine members 
of the Society. 

They have attacked Bishop 
Fellay, portraying his position as a 
deceit that allows liberals within 
SSPX to hoodwink the members.” 
When a purported SSPX member 
said that this group ‘is full of crazy 
people ... weirdos, losers and 
misfits’ with whom he did not wish 
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Bishop Williamson arriving at Heathrow airport after the Argentine government kicked him out 


to be associated, the leader of 
these extremists simply impugned 
the member's motives.’ The same 
person also dismissed the 
accusation that these individuals 
were ‘Right Wing’ (which in this 
context means ‘extreme right 
wing’), as distractions of the devil.’ 
This is hardly the response of a 
rational mind. 

They might have failed in their 
attempted takeover of the SSPX, 
but it seems from their comments 
in their publication, The Recusant, 
and in various blogs, that they are 
not going to cease their attempt to 
do so. Therefore, let us make it 
clear exactly whom the Catholic 
Church are dealing with. 

The people identified by 
Searchlight include a Mr Gregory 
Taylor, teacher of Latin at the 


prestigious London Oratory 
School. This is the school of choice 
for the children of Tony Blair, Nick 
Clegg and Harriet Harman. It is Mr 
Gregory, together with his Austrian 
right-wing spouse Waltraud, who 
are ostensibly fronting the Mission. 
Mr Gregory reacted angrily to our 
comments, but failed to refute 
them. Nor did he take the 
opportunity to clarify his position 
provided by a subsequent 
Searchlight article.° 

Taylor's views must worry the 
Head and governors of the London 
Oratory School. Potentially 
exposing impressionable minds to 
Taylor's political views and 
activities, regardless of how much 
it is dressed up as ‘Catholic’, is 
something that no reputable 
Catholic school should tolerate. 
This is not the first controversy 
they have faced. In 2000, former 
pupils’ accusations of sexual abuse 
at the school resulted in the 
involvement of the police and 
social services.° Although 
investigators found no evidence’, 
association with a controversy that 
has rocked Catholicism worldwide 
would undoubtedly have horrified 
the London Oratory School. It is, 
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Left, the London Oratory School teacher Gregory Taylor, and above with his wife Waltraud on a pilgrimage to Canterbury 


therefore, surprising that they have 
not responded to our request to 
comment on Mr Taylor's activities, 
which involve another hideous 
controversy. 

Mr Taylor did respond, however, 
to Damian Thompson's 
Searchlight-inspired Daily 
Telegraph blog. But it was not a 
reasoned argument addressing the 
issues Thompson raised. Instead, 
Taylor threatened Thompson with 
hellfire and damnation and 
accused him of working with the 
Devil. Searchlight does not claim 
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any deep theological or doctrinal 
insight, but we are sure that 
nobody has the power to condemn 
another person to hell, not even 
the Pope. 

On one level, Taylor's response 
to Thompson is unsurprising. Mr 
Taylor is not a man for staying 
within an institution and using 
reasoned debate. Having failed to 
bend the devout members of the 
SSPX in Britain to his views, Taylor 
and his colleagues decided to leave 
the SSPX and work from outside to 
achieve their objectives. This 
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The London Oratory School, the prestigious Catholic academy chosen by Tony Blair and Nick Clegg for their 
children. Are the governors comfortable with Gregory Taylor's views? 
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Earlsfield Library, where the rebels hold their meetings and celebrate Mass 


required new premises where they 
could congregate and hold their 
religious services. They could not 
look to the Church or SSPX for 
assistance: neither would touch 
them with a barge pole. Therefore 
the rebels decamped to Earlsfield 
Library in south London where a 
Spanish priest brought in by Bishop 
Williamson performs Mass for 
Taylor and the activists in the 
Mission. 

Responsibility for Earlsfield 
Library rests with Wandsworth 
Borough Council. Does the council 
know that far-right extremists are 
using its services to spread their 
beliefs? We are sure that they 
would not knowingly allow far- 
right extremists to use their 
premises, and that this revelation 
will come as a shock. But, the 
council cannot be held responsible 
for the underhand tactics 
employed by right-wing extremists 
who infiltrate other organisations, 
and use subterfuge to achieve their 
ends. Indeed, infiltration by right- 
wing extremists has a long 
pedigree, of which the reader can 
see details on our website. 

Nor is Earlsfield the only location 
where the SSPX rebels plan to 


operate. Searchlight is informed 
that the rebels are setting up bases 
in Kent and Glasgow. The rebels 
confirmed this. We understand 
that the people leading these new 
bases are Alun Rowland and 
Michael Rooney, respectively. 
Should potential landlords care to 
check, they will see that both are 
members of the British National 


Party. 
So far, we understand that the 
rebels are not attracting as many 


people as they hoped. But, among 
those who attend regularly, one 
name stands out: Jeremy Bedford- 
Turner. Also known as Jez, he is 
the leader of the lona London 
Forum, whose guest speaker in 
February was none other than 
Bishop Richard Williamson. That's 
correct, the same Bishop 
Williamson who Taylor et al want 
to see leading a reformed SSPX. 
The other speakers did nothing to 
dispel the idea that this was a 
meeting of the British far right. 
Preceding Willimson was Nick 
Spires of the English Nationalist 
Alliance, and the former BNP 
parliamentary candidate Matt Tait. 
And in the audience were a 
miasma of right-wing extremists 
and Holocaust deniers, many with 
connections to the National Front, 
BNP, Blood and Honour groups, 
the Historical Review Press, the UK 
Independence Party and the 
London Swinton Circle. These are 
the kind of people associated with 
the Mission, and who may attend 
their meetings. 

What is surprising, though, is Mr 
Taylor's apparent nonchalance 


SSPX rebels’ pilgrimage to the Roman Catholic National Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham, in Norfolk, where they 
celebrated the ordination and confirmation of Fr Juan-Antonio Iglesias (centre) as their priest. Bishop Williamson 
stands to the right of Fr Iglesias. BNP member Alun Rowland is the ninth adult from the left. Gregory and Waltraud 


Taylor are on the extreme right 
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Michael Fishwick (far right), former National Front member and associate of Nick Griffin, with Bishop Richard 
Williamson and other participants in an SSPX doctrinal conference in June 2012 

towards our revealing the 
antecedents and connections of 
those with whom he is involved. 
When warned of the presence of 
neo-Nazis within the group trying 
to takeover the SSPX, Taylor 
denied any knowledge of such 
persons and stated they were 
unwelcome. It is odd, therefore, to 


see people such as Derek Holland, 
Michael Fishwick and Gareth 
Hurley in the Mission, because the 
antecedents of these individuals 
are well known, and easily 
discovered. 

Holland has deep roots in far- 
right extremism. He stood as a 
National Front candidate at the 
1979 general election. But he is far 
from being the stereotypical right- 
wing thug. Holland was a leading 
light in the NF's Political Soldier 
wing, with his influential pamphlet, 
The Political Soldier: A Statement 
of 1984, providing the far right in 
Britain with a religious and spiritual 
ideology derived from the Italian 
philosopher Julius Evola. Holland's 
role in the far right has received 
serious attention from academics, 
not least because of his 
prominence in providing the far 
right with a coherent ideological 
basis. Other activities that have 
gained Holland some notoriety 
include a fundraising visit with 
Nick Griffin to Colonel Gaddafi, 
and, in 2001, the founding of IHS 
Press, a publisher that has been 
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Derek Holland on the NF fundraising trip to Libya. 
Holland is on the right in front of the portrait of the 
Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi. With him is 
Holland's fellow ‘political soldier’ and future BNP leader 
Nick Griffin 

accused of fascist and antisemitic 
ties. 

Michael Fishwick has a similarly 
long association with the far right. 
He too is a former NF member and 
activist, and a Political Soldier 
alongside Holland and Griffin. 
Fishwick may have fooled some 
people in SSPX about his 
intentions, but our source reveals 


Derek Holland (right), former NF member and 
ideologue. His booklet The Political Soldier, which 
drew heavily on the work of Julius Evola, was highly 
influential in the NF in the 1980s and remains an 
important work for the far right 
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that quite a few suspect he is using 
Catholicism as a mask for his 
political objectives and have 
distanced themselves from him. If 
so, they can rest assured that their 
suspicions are well founded, 
because in the 1990s Fishwick 
tried to infiltrate the Animal Rights 
Movement. 

It would appear that Fr Morgan's 
superiors realise what Fishwick is 
up to. Fishwick is the manager of 
Carmel Books, the SSPX's 
recommended bookseller. We 
understand that Fr Morgan has 
been instructed to tell Fishwick to 
refrain from any public comment 
about the Society's affairs and to 
cease political activity if he wants 
to keep his job at Carmel Books. 

Fishwick might not be the public 
mouthpiece of these extremists, 
but he certainly pulls the strings. 
His modus operandi clearly is to 
infiltrate an organisation, and get 
some dupe to do his bidding. This 
is the impression of our source, 
who describes Taylor as looking up 
to Fishwick and doing his bidding, 
thereby leaving Fishwick to skulk 
in the shadows. He even manages 
to get others to post blogs on sites 
where he is banned. 

When the NF split in the late 
1990s, Holland and Fishwick 
became members of the 
International Third Position (ITP), 
again alongside Griffin. The ITP 
favours racial separation, forced 
repatriation and a welter of views 
that place it beyond the merely 
radical and into the fascist and 
neo-Nazi category.° 

In case Mr Taylor is unaware, 
Roberto Fiore controlled the ITP. 
Like Nick Griffin, Fiore became an 
MEP, taking up the seat vacated by 
Alessandra Mussolini in 2008. 
Fiore lost his seat in 2009, but he 
maintains contact with Griffin and 
has spoken at the BNP’s showcase 


Dangerous association: Italian fascist and convicted terrorist Roberto Fiore 


Red, White and Blue Festival. Fiore 
is involved in a number of 
businesses. In 2007 he was the 
sole director of CL English 
Language, a college for overseas 
students, and a letting agency, 
Euro Agency UK, whose 
accountants were Nick Griffin's 
parents. 

To many, Fiore is a neo-fascist, a 
label he is happy to accept. To 
others in Italy, he is also a possible 
terrorist. When the Italian police 
discovered a sizable amount of 
explosives and weapons in the 
offices of his Italian political 
group Terza posizione, Fiore 
decided to flee to Britain rather 
than answer awkward questions. 
The Italian police were already 
investigating him for his 
connection with the Nuclei Armati 
Rivoluzionari, a terrorist group that 
killed 85 people when it bombed 
Bologna railway station in 1980. In 
Britain, the far-right League of St. 
George, a secretive organisation 
that provided safe houses for 
wanted neo-Nazis, sheltered Fiore. 
It was here that Holland and 
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Griffin's association with Fiore 
began. 

These are very dangerous 
associations for any organisation, 
let alone a school and the Roman 
Catholic Church! Moreover, the 
connections between these 
individuals go even deeper. 
Another organisation they use to 
clothe their activity in respectability 
is the harmless sounding St 
Michael the Archangel Trust 
(SMAT). SMAT shares a registered 
office with one of Fiore's language 
schools and the accommodation 
agency Easy London. Among those 
involved with SMAT are two 
Italians, Maurizio Nania and 
Beniamino lannace, possibly Fiore'’s 
representatives. lannace stood 
alongside Fiore as a candidate for 
Forza Nuova, the Italian version of 
Britain's National Front. As for the 
founding trustees of SMAT, the 
name of Padraic O'Huallachain 
stands out because it is Holland's 
pseudonym. 

Shall we play devil's advocate for 
a moment and give Mr Taylor a 
break? As he seems to view us as 


Satan's mouthpiece, you will 
forgive the me if | say ‘why the 
hell not’. Let us say, for the sake of 
argument, that people like Holland 
and Fishwick are not far-right 
extremists whose ideas would 
require violence to implement, but 
are instead merely deluded 
individuals positing an alternative 
worldview. What, then, can Mr 
Taylor say about Gareth Hurley? 
Hurley was the last official speaker 
at the 2003 neo-Nazi ‘Salem Rally’ 
in Sweden, where the main theme 
was a declaration of war against 
“Jewish society”. He is also the 
editor of Final Conflict and 
prominent in the dissemination of 
extreme-right material.’ 

Are we to believe that Mr Taylor 
has not even bothered to find out 
about the people with whom he 
associates? Even if he was not 
aware before our press release, he 
is now. This makes his continuing 
association with them very 
revealing. It leads to two 
possibilities. Either he believes 
that a person's Catholicism 
absolves their extremism, or he 
shares their views and does not 
regard them as extreme. Of 
course, Mr Taylor's views are the 
not the only ones that are relevant 
in these events. 

The Catholic Church is no 
stranger to controversy. Recent 
worldwide accusations of sex 
abuse are but the latest in a litany 
of charges levelled at the papacy 
through the centuries. The early 
church faced ignorant claims of 
practising cannibalism. Accusations 
of power grabbing bedevilled the 
papacy until the Second Council of 
Lyon (1274), but never fully 
disappeared. Proto-protestant 
groups such as the Lollards and 
Hussites, enraged by what they 
thought an ungodly institution, 
questioned the authority and 


teaching of the Catholic Church, 
which responded by extending the 
Inquisition and burning these 
‘heretics’. After the Reformation, 
the papacy embroiled itself in 
religious wars. This rendered many 
of its followers susceptible to 
accusations of disloyalty and even 
treason in states with protestant, 
national churches. 

However, it is papal passivity 
during the twentieth century's 
Holocaust", and some Catholics’ 
participation in it", that remains 
one of the most serious charges 
against the Catholic Church. Many 
scholars dispute intensely this 
charge, and there are good 
examples of contemporary 
Catholics denouncing and resisting 
the Nazis’ antisemitic actions. 
Nevertheless, it is a view that has 
garnered traction within public 
opinion. For an organisation that 
holds all life sacred, complicity in 
the heinous crime of genocide 
would be especially troubling. This 
is why the London Oratory School 
in particular, and the Catholic 
Church in general, also need to 
comment and act on the activities 
of Mr Taylor and his associates. 
We can understand why Mr Taylor 
did not respond to our invitation to 
discuss his activities and views, but 
the lack of a response to an 
invitation to comment from the 
London Oratory School is 
perplexing. Maybe Pope Francis 
can be persuaded to denounce the 
Mission. 
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SWEDEN 


A completely new 
situation in the 
struggle against Nazis 
in the city of Umea 


By Jan Hagglund of Arbetarpartiet 


Part I: the shock on Saturday 


ON SATURDAY 7 SEPTEMBER, we were going to 
hold our last rally in our campaign for a Yes vote in 
the important referendum on healthcare. After our 
pre-meeting at ABF (the Workers’ Educational 
Association), | was driving down a busy street in the 
centre of town, heading to the main square to speak 
about the future for the countryside in Vasterbotten 
and the need for more jobs. 

The sight that met me on the street was equally 
shocking and bizarre. As | was driving along it, | saw 
19 Nazis, with their banners flying, openly marching 
towards the centre of the city. Such a sight has not 
been seen since the end of the Second World War. 
And probably not even before or during the war, 
even though there was a Nazi party represented on 
the city council in Umea in the 1930s. 

In those days, they would have been beaten up if 
they had tried anything like that. Back then, upper 
class people who were openly Nazis were beaten on 
a regular basis. My old man told me about a huge 
baker he knew who got tired of them sitting in their 
uniforms, drinking beer and singing German Nazi 
songs, making it hard for him to sleep (bakers got up 
very early in the morning back then). The baker went 
up to the upper class Nazis and proceeded to throw 
them down the stairs, one after the other — to get 
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some peaceful sleep. The event became very well- 
known in Umea at the time, and my father, himself a 
baker, loved to tell the story. 

And now some history. If you live in Umea, you 
have to know that the Unander-Scharin family, who 
lived in their little palace (“Scharinska Villan") until 
1959, were among the best known Nazis in Umea. 
However, they tried to be discreet and were not seen 
“heiling” in the streets. 


SMR and SvP - criminal Nazis with a record 
of assault, manslaughter and murder 

“Heiling” was exactly what the Nazis who came to 
Umea on 7 September were doing. My first move 
was to hit the car horn to express my disgust at these 
criminal thugs (see box for a short summary of the 
criminal record of two Nazi groups in Sweden). 

Then | drove off and parked my car outside 
Akerblom's book store. Several other members of the 
Workers’ Party joined me. We were perhaps six or seven 
comrades. Then, suddenly, the Nazis showed up around 
the corner. They looked like attack dogs, looking for a 
fight. They had all recognised me as the “car-horn- 
honker". To steal the initiative from them, | walked up 
to the guy who looked like their “war leader" — and 
who was staring at us with a hateful gaze. 

You look as if you want to speak to me, | said, and 
walked right into the middle of the group of Nazis. 


The mass anti-Nazi protest on Monday 9 September 


This seemed to confuse them, because they looked 
as if they were used to people backing off from 
them, due to them looking intimidating, underlined 
by their shields with nooses (a signal that they are 
ready for physical struggle) and their frightening 
reputation. We had a short exchange of words in 
which |, somehow, managed to tell them they were 
not welcome in Umea. Before the Nazis left, back to 
the main square, they triumphantly told me that they 
knew me (and showed this by saying my name). 


General confusion 
The next phase was characterised by a general 
confusion. The main square was dominated by music 
from a rock band that was playing at a gala (the VIP 
Gala) to support the socially disadvantaged. This 
prevented us from starting our rally (the police had 
given us and the VIP Gala permission to speak/play at 
the same time: 1-2pm). We were angry. However, the 
music also prevented the Nazis from speaking with their 
tiny megaphone. After literally running around the 
square for a while — probably looking for a place where 
they could be heard — the 19 Nazis from SMR marched 
off to the side of the square and lined up outside the 
Max Hamburger restaurant to start their speeches. 
Ever since | first saw the Nazis, we had been using 
our cell phones to call all sensible organisations and 
people to ask them to come down to the square. 


And the police, too. Various anti-Nazis, together with 
Saturday shoppers, started booing and chanting “no 
Nazis in our streets”. Two very confused policemen 
arrived, but didn't know what to do. They were 
obviously calling every living soul they could get hold 
of, because police officers, both in civilian clothes 
and in uniform, started to show up one by one. 
When there were enough of them, they started to 
cordon off the street to encircle the Nazis, and to 
keep the anti-Nazi protesters off, to prevent any 
blood from spilling. 

The police managed to set up their barrier tape. 
They also managed to silence the chanting — for a 
while. | believe people obeyed simply because the 
police officers seemed so desperate, and people were 
feeling sorry for them (in Umea, ordinary citizens are 
not necessarily hostile towards the police). 
Meanwhile, we managed to power up our 
loudspeakers over at the square and even managed 
to get the VIP Gala to stop playing music for a while. 
In between the songs, we managed to tell people 
what an atrocious gang of Nazis it was that had tried 
to invade Umea. A very fortunate thing was that 
SMR hadn't bothered to apply for a permit to hold 
their demonstration, so the police never found 
themselves in a situation where they had to defend 
the SMR Nazis’ right to speak. This turned out to be 
very important some thirty minutes later. 
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During the time that followed, more and more Umea 
residents, both organised people and Saturday 
shoppers, joined the protest against the Nazis. When 
the police had the situation under control, the chanting 
began again. The Nazis were completely surrounded, 
first by the police, then by some 200 people blocking 
the street out of the city centre. And on the other side 
(by the main square) almost 300 anti-Nazis were 
standing behind the police line and blocking the Nazis 
from leaving via the square. People were clapping and 
rhythmically chanting: “no — Nazis — in our streets — no 
— Nazis — in our streets". The police didn't try to silence 
the chanting this time, probably because they felt they 
had the situation under control. 


Physical confrontations and justified fear 

The chronology of the following might be a bit 
imprecise. At an earlier stage, the Nazis had attacked 
protesters with their flagpoles (they had six flags 
attached to poles that they were using as spears). 
They threw several glass bottles that shattered on the 
ground. At least three people were injured, among 
them a woman who didn't even know what was 
going on, who was bleeding from her legs. Probably, 
someone from the anti-Nazi side had “said” 
something that “upset” the Nazis — which wasn't so 
hard since they wanted a fight. 

The pressure on the SMR members was building up 
as more and more people gathered and the chants 
grew louder. When the Nazis tried yet another attack 
the police got really pissed off at them. They used 
pepper spray and one policeman had his way with a 
Nazi with his telescopic baton. The Nazi guy got a 
serious beating (the policeman was of foreign origin 
and probably had been insulted by the Nazis). 
Nobody felt sorry for the Nazi, especially not since 
they had just injured at least three people with their 
bottles and flag poles (things could have got much 
worse, had a bottle, for instance, hit a child in the 
temple). People were generally keeping their distance 
from SMR. One is entitled to be afraid of these 
criminal, Nazi, human attack dogs. 

After receiving a beating by the police, the Nazis 
became more defensive. They still managed to yell a 
bit about “Adolf Hitler” and throw up their right 
arms, probably to keep up their own morale, which 
probably was quite low by now. Some of the gang 
fetched out their megaphone to make a speech. It 
was, however, drowned by the chants of hundreds of 
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Umea residents: “no — Nazis — in our streets — no — 
Nazis — in our streets”. 


Reassembly, evaluation and the next step 
After the Nazis had held their “drowned” speech, the 
police, whose numbers had now increased, decided 
the show was over. They made more and more space 
between the Nazis and the protesters. And finally, 
they were able to force the Nazis off to the 
enthusiastic cheering of the crowd: “go away, go 
away, go away”. Then the members of the Workers’ 
Party reassembled at ABF and started to put together 
the pieces of what had happened. The picture was 
rather fragmented. We found out that the Nazis, after 
they had just entered the square, had verbally 
attacked the Social Democratic Women's 
Organisation who were holding a meeting. SMR had 
called the Social Democratic women the rudest words 
(such as “cunts") as well as traitors to their country 
and/or race. When we had a clear picture of all the 
events, we decided to do everything in our power to 
mobilise for a manifestation on the following Monday 
night called “Umea Against Nazism”. 


Part Il: the build up to Monday 


A mighty manifestation by a whole city 

We understood, in that hour, that what had taken 
place had shocked not just us but the whole city. We 
also realised that this could became a really, really big 
manifestation. The whole situation was unique and 
we understood that we had to drop all our previous 
methods when it came to how to organise a meeting. 
We made the firm decision that everyone who 
wanted to speak against the Nazis should be able to 
speak (within set time limits and with a reasonable 
balance between how fast someone made known 
their interest in speaking and the kind of political 
weight they represented). After that, everyone acted 
in a personal capacity. And on that basis we invited 
other anti-Nazis to also become “hosts” for the 
“event” on Facebook. Then everyone started to 
mobilise their contacts on Facebook. This was the 
start of what would become by far the biggest 
manifestation against Nazism in the history of Umea — 
and the biggest demonstration in Umea of any sort 
since 2003 (when there was a huge demonstration 
against the US war on Iraq on a Saturday). 


What then happened during Sunday and Monday 
was truly remarkable. We were called up by a 
Conservative Member of Parliament, and an ex- 
minister from Olof Palme's Social Democratic 
Government, and informed them of the rules 
regarding party profile - everyone should speak in their 
personal capacity. We had to shorten the time given to 
speakers who had joined late (from the Liberals and 
the Centre Party). Tragically, we had to say no to the 
chairman of the LO (TUC) district who asked if he 
could speak just as the manifestation was about to 
start on Monday evening. We also had to say no to a 
priest (who seemed almost shocked that we didn't kick 
someone “unimportant” out of the list of speakers to 
make room for her), who hadn't called beforehand but 
just showed up — as if she was some kind of star. 

After the meeting feelings were very positive within 
all the political camps. | was one of the speakers, 
presented as a member of the Municipal Council that 
had been harassed by the Nazis since 1991, which 
unfortunately is very true. After the speeches and 
when the meeting was over | was, surprisingly, 
getting hugs from both men and women: a bear-like 
Social Democrat almost lifted me off the ground, a 
younger Liberal gave me a “man hug", and a 
woman from the Centre Party (who gave an 
emotional speech about her grandmother who had 
survived Auschwitz) held me for as long as she 
needed to stop crying. And the leader of the 
Christian Democrats, who was slightly unwell, told 
me | was “cute” when | offered her the place of a 
speaker who had changed his mind. The more 
“controlled” Member of Parliament from the 
Swedish equivalent of the Conservative Party told 
me he was very satisfied with the manifestation. 

Even the editor in chief of the biggest local 
newspaper, the liberal Vasterbottens-Kuriren, praised 
the manifestation and the announcer, who was a 
member of our party but like everybody else acted in 
a personal capacity. The announcer really saved the 
afterimage of the manifestation — after the less-than- 
inspiring speech by the ex-minister — by starting a 
few chants and sending a very inspired (and 
inspiring) message to SMR on the theme “Don't 
mess with Umea". Four days later there were full- 
page adverts in both the local papers. Everybody 
could read, in the biggest blackest possible letters, 
the following: “WE ARE CITIZENS OF UMEA, 
WE DON'T TAKE SHIT FROM ANYONE". 


Sweden's two violent 
Nazi groups 


There are degrees even in hell, and what 
| saw wasn't just any old Nazis — it was 
the Swedish Resistance Movement 
(Svenska Motstandsrérelsen, SMR). 
This organisation is the heir to the Nazi 
group that murdered the trade union 
(syndicalist) activist Bj6rn Séderberg in 
1999. (It was revenge for Sdderberg’s 
exposure of a “secret” Nazi who had 
tried to get a union position.) The union 
activist was shot three times in the 
head and died immediately. SMR's 
current leader, Klas Lund, has a 
conviction for manslaughter. SMR is the 
crudest, most violent, and brutal Nazi 
organisation in Sweden. 

Their only competitor for the title 
could be the Party of the Swedes 
(Svenskarnas Parti, SvP). SvP are heirs 
to the organisation whose members (or 
sympathisers) planned and committed 
a bank robbery in the small town of 
Malexander in 1999. This was during a 
time when they, insanely enough, had 
received leave of absence to take part in 
a play by the “demon director” Lars 
Norén. During the car chase that 
followed the robbery, the Nazis gained 
the advantage thanks to their heavy 
automatic weapons, and executed two 
kneeling police officers (killings of police 
officers are extremely rare in Sweden). 
Three men were convicted for the 
murders. The man who actually pulled 
the trigger has also been convicted of 
war crimes in Bosnia. 
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It was a mighty thing to play a part in the unification 
of a whole city against these Nazi thugs. 


Part Ill: before and after 


The situation will never be the same 
Now, we need to take the struggle against the Nazis 
further. Our era starts with the birth of Christ. In the 
Western world, we number the years before and 
after the birth of Christ. When it comes to the 
struggle against Nazis in Umea, Saturday 7 
September 2013 is the day. In Umea, the struggle 
against the Nazis must be counted as “before and 
after" 7 September from now on. SMR visited Umea 
to test the resistance of the city — the organised 
labour movement, the so-called Left, and the 
socialists. They wanted to know if they would be 
able to scare us? Would we be able to mobilise 
people to stop them on that very Saturday? Could 
we organise a broad manifestation against them? 
Everybody has to realise the gravity of the 
situation. Because nothing is the same any more. 
They acted like a bunch of criminal drug dealers 
trying to break into another gang's territory. They are 
testing the ground: will they be shot by those who are 
already selling in the area (in this case, would SMR 
face resistance from those who take it as their 
ideological and practical task to keep the city clean of 
violent criminal Nazis thugs)? They (SMR) are real 


Their morale drains away as the Nazis realise they are not welcome 
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gangsters AND Nazis. And they both can, and will, 
fight with the purpose of seriously injuring others. 
They are used to Swedes getting confused, recoiling 
from the mere threat of violence, let alone actual 
violence. So SMR, who just materialised out of the sky 
with no warning whatsoever, probably expected to be 
able to march and speak and do pretty much what 
they wanted. In the end, that was why | walked up to 
their “war chief" (there was another person who was 
responsible for the “politics") and told this human 
pitbull terrier that he and his gang were not welcome 
in Umea. It worked this time. But it won't work the 
next time — not without a visit to the hospital. 

When we returned to our party office after the 
events in the city centre were over, a Nazi had taken 
his time to go there and leave material from 
Svenskarnas Parti (the heirs to the police killers in 
Malexander). This was no coincidence but a signal to 
say: “we know where you live”. They already knew 
who | was and they will find out our role in the 
mighty protest on Monday 9 September. After we 
found the material outside our office, four members 
spent the night at the office to defend it from possible 
Nazi intrusion and vandalism. The struggle against 
Nazism has now become a much more serious and 
concrete matter. Speaking for myself, | had never 
been afraid of the Nazis until this Saturday. 

We now have to discuss this new situation in Umea 
because we can be certain about one thing: this was 
not SMR's last attempt to establish themselves in Umea. 


RUSSIA 


claims 


By Natasha Yudina of the Sova Centre 


RACIST AND NEO-NAZI attacks resulted in at least two 
deaths and 18 assaults in Moscow, St Petersburg and the 
Kirov, Lipetsk, Novosibirsk, Samara and Sverdlovsk regions. As 
in previous years, several incidents occurred on 2 August — 
Airborne Troops Day (called VDV Day in Russia), when ten 
people in five regions were victims of racist attacks. 

Since the beginning of 2013, 15 people have been killed in 
racist violence in Russia, while 107 have been injured and two 
received serious threats to their lives. So far this year the Sova 
Centre has recorded such incidents in 27 regions of the country. 

Nationalists continued in earnest with their “anti- 
immigrant” raids in August. In St Petersburg, despite the 
arrest of Slavic Force's Dmitri Evtushenko, the so-called 
“Russian sweeps” continued under the direction of the 
Russian Party's Nikolai Bondarik, and without the use of direct 
physical violence. In Moscow, similar “sweeps” were 
conducted under the direction of Aleksandr Amelin of the 
Russian Revival movement. 

On 20 August, Moscow ultra-right activists from 
organisations including Shield of Moscow (led by Aleksei 
Khudyakov), Bright Rus (Igor Mangushev), Attack (a splinter 
group of Maksim Martsinkevich's Restrukt), the veterans’ club 
Reserve (a project of the Great Russia movement) and the 
Russian Moscow movement conducted raids in coordination 
with Izmailovo law enforcement, detaining about 150 
immigrants in Moscow's Izmailovo section and in the area of 
the former Cherkizovsky market. 

August saw the continuation of ultranationalist rallies 
centred on the concept of “ethnic crime”. On 9 August, 
about 200 people affiliated with the Petersburg People's 
Assembly against Ethnic Crime held a rally at the Ulitsa 
Dybenko Metro stop, which ended with the detention of 24 
people. The reason for the gathering was the murder on 5 
August of Petersburger Mikhail Mikhailov. A similar rally was 
held on 18 August in Rostov-on-Don. A rally in Voronezh was 
organised by the local People's Council, Cossack organisations, 
Great Russia and the Russian Imperial Movement. 

Sova recorded ten instances of neo-Nazi and xenophobic 
vandalism in seven regions of Russia in August. Three Orthodox 
churches, two Jehovah's Witnesses buildings, and Muslim and 
Protestant buildings were targeted. Three other non-religious 
objects were vandalised on ideological grounds. In addition to 
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Nazis parade in Moscow last November 


the usual graffiti, there were more dangerous acts of vandalism: 
on the night of 19 August, two individuals attempted to burn 
down the St Peter's Church in St Petersburg. The white power 
group NS/WP Nevograd claimed responsibility the next day. 

Five individuals were convicted for violence where a court 
established racial hatred as a motive, in Moscow and 
Tatarstan, in August. Since the beginning of the year we have 
recorded 24 such convictions against 42 individuals. 

There was one conviction for xenophobic vandalism in 
August, in the Altai Republic. The editor-in-chief of the local 
publication Amadu Altai was convicted of the desecration of a 
cross at the construction site of a chapel in the village of 
Topuchaya. Thirteen people were convicted for xenophobic 
propaganda in different regions. 

Content from the social network VKontakte was added to the 
Federal List of Extremist Materials in August, including songs by 
the groups Malchishnik and Mongol Shuudan. Other social 
networking and blogging entries were added, together with 
various brochures, leaflets, books and commentaries. The list does 
not only include Nazi material. A text by the Islamist and Bashkir 
nationalist A. Dilmukhametov was added in August, together 
with various videos, materials from the Jihad in the Caucasus 
website, and from the already-banned website islamdin.biz. 

The list continues to be plagued by errors. Some already- 
listed materials were added twice more in August, namely, the 
Jehovah's Witnesses text What Does the Bible Really Teach?, 
as well as the neo-Nazi video Russian Nationalists Render 
Justice. These multiple entries are the result of parallel 
decisions from different courts. 
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By Gerry Gable 


AROUND A THOUSAND people gathered in the Norfolk 
village of Burston to commemorate the longest strike in 
British history. Despite warnings of inclement weather, this 
year's Burston Strike School memorial rally on 1 September 
was bathed in sunshine and attracted one of the the larger 
turnouts for several years. 

Megan Dobney of South East Region TUC 
(SERTUC) opened the event with a fighting speech, 
followed by other trade union and political leaders. A 
highlight was RMT General Secretary Bob Crow, who gave 
one of his best fighting speeches against austerity. The 
large audience were also entertained by several musicians, 
and the food and local beers were up to the standard 
visitors have come to expect. 

Trade unionists have gathered in Burston each year since 
1984 to remember the strike that ran from 1914 to 1939 
and to speak on issues affecting workers today. The strike 
began when local teachers Annie and Tom Higdon were 
sacked for refusing to let children leave school to help with 


the harvest. Children went on strike in support of their 
teachers and the couple started a school on the village 
green which was attended by 66 of their 72 former pupils. 

A new school, financed by donations, was built 1917 
and the Burston Strike School continued until shortly after 
Tom's death in 1939. The building is now a museum. 

As well as speeches and entertainment, the annual rally 
is a great place to visit stalls of several political and 
campaigning groups, trade unions and second hand 
bookstalls offering a large range of books including some 
rare political ones. 

Each time we attend, we meet friends from throughout 
the nearly 50 years of Searchlight's existence. One comrade, 
still very active in mind and body, told me he had travelled 
all the way from the Forest of Dean and was going to 
celebrated his 95th birthday in a few days. He looked fitter 
than many of those years younger around him. 

Next year is likely to include special events to mark the 
hundredth anniversary of the start of the strike. 


Members of the largest teaching unions, the NUT and NASUWT, take part in a march around the village following the route of the original children's demonstration. Photos: Sonia Gable 
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Let's stand 
together. 
Defend our 
communities. 
No race hatred. 
And no BNP - 
Nick Griffin 
must not be 
re-elected MEP 
in 2014 


Assemble from 

12.00 noon 

March start: 

_ William Brown Street 
_ Liverpool 3. 

Finish: The Pier Head, 


Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
Searchlight - Fighting fascism and 
racism for 50 years. Marching with 
Unite and other sisters and brothers 
from the Trade Union movement. 


her details, follow Unite on Twitter or visit www.unitetheunion.org 


